
Menasha aldermen occasionally attend meetings of this body. It is possible that a quorum of Common Council, Board of Public Works, 
Administration Committee, Personnel Committee may be attending this meeting. (No official action of any of those bodies will be taken). 
 

 
CITY OF MENASHA 

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Conference Room, 1st Floor City Hall 

140 Main Street, Menasha 
 

November 10, 2008 
 

6:00 PM 
 

AGENDA 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 

B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES 
 

C. MINUTES TO APPROVE 
1. Minutes of the October 13, 2008 Meeting 

 
D. REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS/STAFF/CONSULTANTS 

1. Park Project Update – PS Huss 
2. Recreation Program Update – PRD Tungate 

 
E. DISCUSSION 

1. Joint Park Update 
2. Solar Project/2009 Budget Update 
3. Hart Park Well Update 
4. Status of Parkland Ordinance Revision 
5. Summary of Solar Presentation 
 

F. ACTION ITEMS 
1. None 
 

G. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE CITY 
Five (5) minute time limit for each person 

 
H. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Menasha is committed to its diverse population. Our Non-English speaking population or those with disabilities are invited to contact the Parks 
and Recreation Department at 967-3640 at least 24-hours in advance of the meeting so special accommodations can be made. 

http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/ComDev/Park_and_Recreation_Board/2008/P&R%20Draft%20Minutes%2010_13_08.pdf
http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/ComDev/Park_and_Recreation_Board/2008/11-10-08Park%20Project%20Update.pdf
http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/ComDev/Park_and_Recreation_Board/2008/11-10-08Joint%20Park%20Resolution.pdf
http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/ComDev/Park_and_Recreation_Board/2008/11-10-08Hart%20Park%20Well%20Email.pdf
http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/ComDev/Park_and_Recreation_Board/2008/11-10-08Greensky%20Energics,%20Inc%20Presentation%20Summary.pdf


CITY OF MENASHA 
Park Board 

Council Chambers, City Hall – 140 Main Street 
October 13, 2008 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER  

 
 Meeting called to order by Chr. Dick Sturm at 7:50 PM following the workshop presented by 

Green Sky Energetics regarding the potential for adding a solar water heating system at the pool. 
 

B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES   

 

 MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chr. Dick Sturm, Ron Suttner, Mary Francis, George Korth, Tom 
Konetzke, Nancy Barker, Ald. Michael Taylor 
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  None 
OTHERS PRESENT: PRD Tungate, PS Huss, Ald. Kevin Benner 

 

C. MINTUES TO APPROVE-MINUTES   

 

1. Minutes to Approve: 
Moved by G. Korth, seconded by T. Konetzke to approve the minutes of the September 9, 2008
meeting.  Under Roll Call/Excused Absences section, Ald. M. Taylor requested that the minutes 
be revised to state that he left the meeting at 7:15 PM to attend an American Legion meeting. 
Motion to approve the minutes with this revision carried 7-0. 

  

D. REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS/STAFF/CONSULTANTS  

 

1. Park Project Update 
Some paving near the Jefferson Park boat landing trailer parking lot will begin the week of 
October 20.  Some welding has been done to the Jefferson Park shorewall.  Ald. Taylor 
commented that a section in front of the pavilion is sticking out and needs repair.  Painting of the 
pool tank has begun.  The Park crew did the sand blasting as a cost savings measure.  Barker 
Farm Park access trail is nearly complete.  Isle of Valor signage was also discussed.  The Board 
was in favor of a small brown and white sign showing the location of the Isle of Valor Memorial. 

 

E. DISCUSSION ITEMS  

 

1. Options for Hart Park Well 
Options for the Hart Park well were discussed.  The well has been closed for approximately 2 
months due to vandalism issues.  No one has called to complain about the well being down. 
Discussion ensued on whether or not the well could be used by the Park Department as a non-
portable water source to flood the ice rink and for watering plants in the summer.  Board members 
questioned whether there would be sufficient flow volume or velocity.  The cost of converting the 
well for this purpose was also questioned.  Item will be taken up again next month. 

 

 

2. Update on Fee in Lieu of Parkland Ordinance Revision 
PRD Tungate will contact CA Brandt about moving ahead with changes to the fee in lieu of 
parkland ordinance.  Mayor Merkes is also aware of the Board’s desire to see this ordinance 
changed as quickly as possible. 

 

3. Vehicles Parked on Grass 
PRD Tungate read an e-mail from a Fox Cities Marathon official regarding two Saturn cars being 
parked on the grass in Jefferson Park.  The official has assured the Department that this will not 
happen again next year. 

 

4. 2009 Budget Update 
PRD Tungate reported that the Mayor has reviewed the budget.  Mayor Merkes may need to cut 
some budgets, but has not made any significant cuts to the Parks and Recreation budgets at this 
time. 

 

 5. Late Night Seasonal Laborer  



 
PS Huss reported on the success of the late night seasonal caretaker position.  He thought the 
position was beneficial and should be continued. 

F. ACTION ITEMS   

 
1. Recommendation for the Hart Park Well 

No action was taken.  Action on this item was held. 
  

 

2. Partial Lot on Province Terrace 
Moved by T. Konetzke, seconded by R. Suttner recommending that the city retain a small piece 
of greenspace near the water retention pond along Province Terrace.  The site will likely be 
maintained with stormwater utility funds.  Members thought the site could be used as a small 
wayside type greenspace near the trail along Province Terrace. 

 

 

G. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE CITY 
Five (5) minute time limit for each person 

  

 
1. Ald. M. Taylor – stumps near the entrance to Jefferson Park along Broad Street, East Shelter 

still in need of electrical circuit upgrades. 
  

 
2. N. Barker – Calder sign needs some landscape maintenance, same with Memorial Building 

interior ceiling inside the Historical Society. 
 

 3. T. Konetzke – should not cut the grass near the Province Terrace greenspace.  

 4. G. Korth – inquired about a no right turn sign on Third Street near the Reserve building.  

 5. Chr. D. Sturm – commented on the “Goth” letter to the editor in The Post Crescent.  

H. ADJOURNMENT  

  Moved by T. Konetzke, seconded by N. Barker to adjourn at 9:47 PM.  Motion carried 7-0.  

 



 

Park Project Update 
Thursday, November 06, 2008 

 
 

 The pool vessel painting project is complete 
 

 Entry way to the pool floor resurfacing/coloring is 
complete 

 
 All stumps in City have been removed and the holes 

have been filled/seeded 
 

 Fall tree planting is in progress 
 

 Winter shutdown of irrigation systems is complete 
 

 Marina/Cemetery  are winterized 
 

 Trail at Barker is in complete with warning signs and 
crosswalk. Some landscaping still needs to be done. 

 
 We paved some of the bad areas by Jefferson Boat 

launch and parking lot. 
 

 Launch area parking lot stalls have been painted at 
Jefferson 

 
   Have a game plan for East diamond power 

 
 Had a vendor demonstrate LED lights at fountains and 

am looking into pricing 



A RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE CONCEPT OF A SHARED PARK FACILITY 
IN NORTHWESTERN CALUMET COUNTY. 
  
Introduced by______________ 
  
WHEREAS, The Town of Harrison and the cities of Menasha and Appleton have adopted 
Open Space and Recreation Plans; and, 
  
WHEREAS these plans call for additional open space and active recreational facilities for 
residents in northwestern Calumet County; and, 
  
WHEREAS, a regional approach to meeting the need for such additional parkland can 
produce efficiencies and economies through the joint purchase of land, and through 
shared facility development and maintenance costs; and,  
  
WHEREAS, an assessment of the recreational potential of prospective park sites in 
northwestern Calumet County has been undertaken; and, 
  
 WHEREAS, a site in the vicinity of Manitowoc Road and Plank Road is of suitable size 
and exhibits other characteristics which are deemed to meet open space and recreational 
needs of residents of the respective communities.   
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the ______________ supports the concept 
of a shared park facility in northwestern Calumet County and hereby directs appropriate 
staff to facilitate the development of a proposal for such a facility; and, 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposal may include costs for survey and 
appraisal work with the understanding that such costs shall be borne equally among those 
entities adopting a resolution supporting the concept of a shared park facility in 
northwestern Calumet County.   
  
Passed and approved this ____ day of ________, 2008.   
  
 



-----Original Message----- 
From: Todd Drew  
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2008 10:50 AM 
To: Brian Tungate 
Subject: RE: Hart Park Well  
  
Ok – I will get the cap and we will remove assembly 
  

-----Original Message----- 
From: Brian Tungate  
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2008 9:48 AM 
To: Todd Drew 
Cc: Robert Huss 
Subject: RE: Hart Park Well  
  
I guess I should have read this email first.  Sounds like it won’t work.  Thanks for looking 
into it.  Let me know when you find a cap and the well head can then be removed.  I think 
we will at least have to send an FYI 
letter to the Council after next months Park Board meeting.  I am assuming we would 
look to permanently close the well next spring?  We can reuse the little shelter 
somewhere (attach a table to it)  Might be a good winter project indoors. 
  

-----Original Message----- 
From: Todd Drew  
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2008 8:32 AM 
To: Brian Tungate 
Subject: Hart Park Well  
  
I talked to the well driller who put it in and he stated that the test had been done I 
have the info actually in the file. The well will make 20 gallons a minute. Probably 
not cost effective as it would take considerably more time to fill. To plumb the 
well as needed it would be 800. – 1100 + power and small enclosure. It seemed 
like a good idea but in reality with labor cost would not save money. Currently the 
1600 gallon truck takes 20 minutes to fill. If the well would be used it would take 1 
hour and 20 minutes.  
  
Todd  

 



Summary of the Presentation by Gary Schmidt from Greensky Energetics, Inc. on the 
feasibility of installing solar collectors to heat swimming pool water 

Council Chambers, City Hall – 140 Main Street 
October 13, 2008 

6:00 PM 

 

 

This presentation was attended by members of the Parks and Recreation Board, Mayor Merkes, Ald. Dan 
Zelinski and Ald. Eric Hendricks.  Ald. Benner was in attendance later in the evening.  Copies of the Pool Site 
Assessment were available at the presentation. 
 
Mr. Schmidt reviewed the building rooftops at the pool and felt the pool was a very good candidate for a solar 
project.  In 2008, the pool had a natural gas bill of approximately $29,000.  5,100 square feet of solar 
collectors will provide 30% annual savings for heating the water for the pool.  He advised that a structural 
engineer confirm the roofs capability to handle the weight of the collectors.  The panels are relatively light and 
are only 2” thick.  They will be installed flat on the new roof.  The city is already proposing to replace the old
flat, rubber membrane roof on the north half of the bathhouse.  The Park Department crew will build a wood 
support structure behind the chemical building so that an additional 1,600 square feet of surface is available 
for panels to be mounted.  This is part of the 5,100 square feet of panels that is proposed. 
 
Grants are being looked into for two new boilers being proposed at the pool.  These two boilers are not part of 
the solar project, but the larger one would be a lot more efficient and would be very compatible with the solar 
water heating system. 
 
Mr. Schmidt’s report indicated that the solar project would cost $90,000 and have a return on investment of 
9.6%, so it would pay of itself in less than 10 years.  If natural gas prices continue to increase, the return on 
investment would be less.   
 
Greensky has not done an outdoor municipal project before, but they are confident that the equipment they 
use will perform as proposed.  Chemicals will not affect the panels tubing.  A smaller scale project is possible 
for the pool.   
 
The Park Board meeting began after the presentation which was taped and ended at 7:50 PM. 
 

Summary submitted by PRD Tungate

 

 


