
CITY OF MENASHA 
 ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

Council Chambers, 3rd Floor 
140 Main Street, Menasha 

September 18, 2006 
MINUTES 

 
I. Meeting called to order by Chairman Eckstein at 5:15 p.m. 
 Present: Ald. Pack, Hendricks, Eckstein, Michalkiewicz, Chase, Merkes, Taylor, Wisneski 
 Also Present: Mayor Laux, CA/HRD Brandt, PC Stanke, DPW Radtke, CDD Keil, Comp/Treasurer Stoffel,  
                                MU GM Young, Clerk Galeazzi, and the Press.  

 
A. Update on Steam Utility Project and Water Treatment Plant Project. (Discussion only)  
 
 GM Doug Young reported the date for the steam blows for Alcan has been set for Sept. 23. 
 Letters have been sent to all residents in the area of the steam plant. Alcan should be on-line 
 shortly after the completion of the steam blows. The parts for the turbine generators have been 
 received from Brazil and will be installed. Boilers No. 3 & No. 4 are scheduled to be taken 
 down for minor repairs the first part of October. The new parts will allow for 100% operations 
 of No. 3 and No. 4 will be inspected at that time. The air permit test and cool water test are  
 currently being completed as required by the DNR. The engineering part of the Due Diligent  
 Report has been received and sent to Jaakko Poyry for preparing the final report. Mr. Young  
 continues to have contact with SCA. He is waiting to hear back from them on scheduling 
 another meeting.  
 Water Treatment Plant: The project is moving ahead with no problems. They are on schedule 
 and within budget. They are working on pouring the walls for the new building. The loading dock 
 off Manitowoc Street is complete. The water valves needed to be replaced, but the pipes are 
 still in good conditions.  
 Mr. Young was asked to submit the monthly reports he receives from the project manager.  
 Mr. Young presented pictures of the pipes to the committee.  
  
B. Joint Powers Agreement for Winnebago County 911 Emergency System, December 1, 2006- 
 November 30, 2007, and authorize signatures. 

   
  PC Stanke explained this is the same agreement that has been approved in the past. No changes. 
 

C. Special Project Program Contract Between State of Wisconsin Department of Commerce and 
 City of Menasha, Contract SPHO# 06-02 (Nature’s Way Housing Project), and authorize signature 

 
  CDD Keil explained the City has received the Notice to Award from the State on this project 
  in January, 2006. However, the State just finalized the contract for signatures. The funds have 
  been reserved for the project.  
 
 D. SCA Tax Assessment Objection (Motion to authorize outside legal council in order)  
 
  CA/HRD Brandt explained SCA has applied to the Dept of Revenue for a tax-exempt status 
  on the property they own on Third Street, both the mill and the parking lot. They are declaring 
  their mill as a recycling center and therefore qualify for a tax-exempt status. CA/HRD Brandt 
  is asking the Council for approval to authorization of outside legal council to help the City dispute  
  SCA’s claim for tax-exempt status. If approved, he would hire Attorney Bob Horowitz who has  
  experience in handling this type of case. Atty. Horowitz has been hired by the Cities of Green Bay  
  and DePere who are going through the same situation. This could be a $14,000,000 reduction in 
  overall tax base for the City of Menasha. The funds to pay for outside legal council would come  
                from the Assessor’s budget. CA/HRD Brandt has contacted State Rep. Dean Kaufert for his 
  support on changing current legislation on this issue. It is recommended a resolution be sent 
  to our State representatives.  
 
  Discussion ensured on what the timeline is for this type of case and if the City should wait 
  to see what happens. It was a concern that not moving ahead now could jeopardize a lose   
  of $14,000,000 in tax base.     
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 E. O-29-06 – An Ordinance Relating to Abandoned or Unclaimed Bicycles. 
 
  CA/HRD Brandt explained the Police Dept. ends up spending more time and money in documenting  
  and storing the bicycles for the annual auction than what they get for the bicycle at the auction. This  
  ordinance will give the Police Dept. another opportunity to dispose of bicycles such as selling them  
  on e-Bay.   

 
F. Budget Workshop Schedule (Ald. Taylor)  

 
  Ald. Taylor asked if the Council and staff would be interested in holding a budget review session on a 
  Saturday. Holding budget a review session on Saturday would allow for more residents to attend.  
 
  Discussion ensued on the ordinance that is in place that sets the dates of the budget review sessions. 
  Having the dates already set is easier for aldermen to set their work schedules.  
 
 G. Accounts payable and payroll for the period 9-7-06/9-14-06 for the amount of $522,708.40    

  
 Ck. #9357-Ferguson Enterprises-$137-84-supplies/Parks Dept.  
 Ck. #9365-Gunta & Reak SC-$500.50-legal work for liability suite, Zimmer vs. City of Menasha 
 Ck. #9446-Krause & Metz-$3,874.00-redrafting of Lake Park Villas Homeowners Association by-laws 
 Ck. #9440-Keyes Custom Home Improv-$550.00-saw up large logs/Parks Dept.  
 Ck. #9345-Beck Electric-$8,847.20-install wire for emergency generator/Police & Fire Dept.  
 Ck. #9421-Beck Electric-$533.78-Paris Street boat landing/equipment & labor 
 Ck. #9366-Brett Halderson-$220.23-sniper competition/Police training 
 Ck. #9338-Accurate Appraisal-$13,000.00-payment for assessment services 
 Ck. #9377-Manawa Telephone-$39.95-internet services/IT Dept 
 Ck. #9392-Paper Industry International-$90.00-annual induction ceremony/Mayor 
 Ck. #9480-Sports Graphics-$565.25-guard jackets for pool staff 
 Ck. #9497-Winn Cty Treasurer-$1,465.00-County’s portion of dog license fees 
 

II. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Moved by Ald. Hendricks seconded by Ald. Michalkiewicz to adjourn at 6:19 p.m.  
      Motion carried on voice vote.  
 
 
        Deborah A. Galeazzi 
        City Clerk 
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