
It is expected that a quorum of the Adminstration Committee, Board of Public Works, Personnel Committee and Plan 
Commission will be attending this meeting, although it is not expected that any official action of any of those bodies will be 
taken. 

 
CITY OF MENASHA 
Common Council 

City Hall-140 Main St.-Council Chambers-3rd Floor 
June 16, 2008 

 
7:00 PM 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

 

Back Print 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

A. Call to order  

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

A. Pledge of Allegiance  

3. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES  

A. Roll call  

4. MINUTES TO APPROVE-MINUTES & COMMUNICATIONS TO 
RECEIVE

 

 Minutes to approve:  

A. Common Council, 6/2/08  

Attachments 

 Minutes to receive:  

B.  Administration Committee, 6/2/08  

Attachments 

C. Board of Public Works, 6/2/08  

Attachments 

D. Housing Authority, 4/30/08  

Attachments 

E. NM Sewerage Commission, 5/27/08  

Attachments 

F. Parks and Recreation Board, 5/12/08  

Attachments 

G. Sustainability Board, 5/12/08  

Attachments 

H. Water & Light Commission, 5/28/08  

Attachments 

 Communications:  

A. AT & T to Clerk Galeazzi, 6/2/08; Letter regarding Video Competition Act  

Attachments 



B. Public Works Facility, 6/4/08; May 2008 disposal violations  

Attachments 

C. Larry Baier, 1016 Lugano St., 6/5/08; email questions and responses   

Attachments 

D. PRD Tungate to Kirk Gallant, 6/3/08; Assistant Manager position at Menasha 
pool 

 

Attachments 

E. PW Supt. Jacobson, 6/12/08; 2008 Screener Purchase  

Attachments 

F. City of Menasha Proclamation, 6/16/08; Congratulations to Valley VNA on 100th 
Anniversary 

 

Attachments 

G. Customers First!, 6/08; The Wire newsletter  

Attachments 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE CITY  

 Five (5) minute time limit for each person  

A. Public comments on any matter of concern to the City  

6. APPOINTMENTS  

A. Mayor's reappointment to Board of Review 
1.  Ray Zielinski, 602 School Ct., for the term of July 1, 2008-July 1, 2013 

 

B. Mayor's Appointments to the Library Board: 
1.  John Nebel, 339 Broad St., for the term of July 1, 2008-July 1, 2011 
2.  Liz Derouin, 875 Plank Rd., for the term of  July 1, 2008-July 1, 2011 

 

Attachments 

7. CLAIMS AGAINST THE CITY  

A. None  

8. REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS/STAFF/CONSULTANTS  

A. None  

9. REPORT OF COMMITTEES/BOARDS/COMMISSIONS  

A. Plan Commission:  

1. No Recommendations  

B. Administration Committee:  

1. License:  Class A Renewal Application for Gurpal Wisconsin Station LLC/Bulk 
Petroleum, Buddi Sagar Subedi, Agend for the premises at 209 Racine Street for 
the July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 licensing year. 

 Attachments 

2. Petition of Stephanie A. Hendricks to house 2 more dogs than allowed by City 
Code. 

 Attachments 

3. Motion to clear and landscape 81-87 Racine St. including:  removal of five pine 
trees, split rail fence, gravel base and concrete lamp bases, add topsoil and seed. 
(Ald. Taylor) 

 

4. Accounts payable for the period of 6/5/08-6/12/08 in the amount of $1,532,707.36  Attachments 

C. Board of Public Works:  

1. Change Order - DeGroot, Inc.; City of Menasha Wastewater Collection System 
Rehabilitation Improvements Project - Phase 3; Contract No. E145-07-01C 

 Attachments 



Sanitary Sewer Replacement; 60-Day Time Extension (Change Order No. 1) 

2. Payment - National Power Rodding Corporation; City of Menasha Wastewater 
Collection System Rehabilitation Improvements Project - Phase 3; Contract No. 
E145-07-01B Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation; $29,789.43 (Payment No. 1) 

 Attachments 

3. Payment - Infrastructure Technologies; City of Menasha Wastewater Collection 
System Rehabilitation Improvements Project - Phase 3, Contract No. E145-07-
01D Sanitary Manhole Lining; $19,350.57 (Payment No. 3) 

 Attachments 

10. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS  

A. O-9-08 An Ordinance Relating to City Government and Elections  

Attachments 

11. HELD OVER BUSINESS  

A. License:  Renewal liquor and malt beverage applications on file for the licensing 
year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 (The Vault, Korona Klub, Menasha Grill) 

 

Attachments 

B. Request for change order to eliminate pedestrian trail connecting Tana Lane and 
Lugano Street; Contract Unit No. 2008-01 

 

C. Motion to remove from the table-Request to Change Lugano/Tana Trail from 8' 
Wide Asphalt Trail to 5' Wide Concrete Walk (Ald. Benner). 

 

Attachments 

12. COUNCIL DIRECTIVES  

A. CDD Keil-Building at 336 Chute St. - history/status/ordinance violation (Ald. 
Hendricks) 

 

B. PRD Tungate-Report of vandalism in our parks.  (Ald. Taylor)  

Attachments 

13. CITIZEN REPRISE (People from the gallery to be heard; only pertaining to matters on 
the agenda - five (5) minute time limit for each person)

 

A. Public comments on matters pertaining to the agenda  

14. ADJOURNMENT  

A. Adjournment  

 
MEETING NOTICE:  July 7, 2008  
 
Common Council- 7:00 PM  
Administration Committee- To be determined  
Board of Public Works- To be determined  
 
Menasha is committed to its diverse population. Our Non-English speaking population or those with disabilities are invited to 
contact the Clerk’s Office at 967-3600 at least 24-hours in advance of the meeting so special accommodations can be made. 





































 
CITY OF MENASHA 

Parks and Recreation Board 
Council Chambers, 3rd Floor City Hall - 140 Main Street, Menasha 

May 12, 2008 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

 

 Back  Print  

1. CALL TO ORDER  

Meeting was called to order at 6:04 PM by Chairman D. Sturm. 

2. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES  

A.

 Members Present: Chr. Dick Sturm, Ald. Michael Taylor, Mary Francis, George Korth, Tom 
Konetzke and Nancy Barker 
 
Members Absent: Ron Suttner, excused 
 
Others Present: PRD Tungate, PS Huss and John Galeazzi, Menasha High School Girls Softball 

3. MINUTES TO APPROVE-MINUTES & COMMUNICATIONS TO 
RECEIVE

 

 Minutes to approve:  

A. Minutes of the April 14, 2008 Park Board Meeting 

Moved by George Korth,  seconded by Tom Konetzke to approve minutes of April 14, 2008 
meeting with one amendment. Change Action Item 7. A. to add sentence All Board members agreed 
to donated funds for the tree.

 Motion carried 6-0. 

Motion 
Results:

Passed

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE CITY  

 Five (5) minute time limit for each person  

A.

 Nancy Barker:  Isle of Valor signage, History Hunt questions, pavement repair by Jefferson boat 
ramp, Glatfelter site questions. 
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 T. Konetzke: had questions/comments about the Peanut Island cannon and possible plaque. 

 Chr. D. Sturm: dead tree in Jefferson Park near entrance on Broad Street. 

 Ald. M. Taylor: leashed dogs on the Friendship Trail - Jefferson Park, review ordinance at next 
meeting.  Other areas of concern in Jefferson Park were:     
 
- Shoreline metal top deck  loose; dozens of welds broke loose; decking needs to be welded; section 
of metal deck missing; also area of concern between Peanut Island and east boat launch  
- Shoreline is not “boater-friendly”  
- Shoreline boat tie-ups posts broken or missing  
- Shoreline gravel area sinking/eroding; grassy area near shoreline also sinking  
- The cannon is too close to the Willow tree; move cannon 20-feet east  
- Some of the park benches need cement pad  

5. REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS/STAFF/CONSULTANTS  

A. New East Side Park Update 

 PRD Tungate had a positive meeting with officials from Appleton and Town of Harrison regarding 
a joint east side park.  Calumet County will be contacted by Town of Harrison officials.  A Right to 
Negotiate document will be investigated.  Possible resolution of community support will also be 
considered. 

B. School Use of Jefferson Park Diamonds Prior to City League Games 

 PRD Tungate has been in contact with Menasha High School officials about potential methods of 
keeping softball games and practices off of fields that have been groomed for city league games.  
This matter is very short term (about two weeks).  Some good ideas were discussed and will be 
incorporated next year. 

6. DISCUSSION  

A. 2008 Jazzfest Park Reservation and Possible Fee Reduction per Approved Policy 

 The Board reviewed the 2008 Jazzfest request for use of Jefferson Park over the Labor Day 
weekend.  One concern was what appeared to be an increase of cars parking on grass.  PRD 
Tungate will share this concern with the event organizer. 

B. Increase Fee in Lieu of Parkland  

C. Select Board Meeting Sites for June through August 

7. ACTION ITEMS  

A. Approve 2008 Jazzfest Reservation and Fee Reduction Request 

Moved by George Korth,  seconded by Nancy Barker to approve the event on August 29-31 in 
Jefferson Park and to recommend approval of a $45.00 reduction in fees per City policy.

 Motion carried 6-0.  

Motion Passed



Results:

B. Increase Fee in Lieu of Parkland 

Moved by Tom Konetzke,  seconded by George Korth to recommend increasing the Parkland 
Dedication fee from $300.00 to $550.00.

 Some time ago the Board had recommended it go to $500.00.  The proposed increase was due to 
some recalculations for future park improvements by PRD Tungate.  This information will be 
forwarded to CA Brant. 
 
Motion carried 6-0. 

Motion 
Results:

Passed

C. Approve Board Meeting Sites for June through August 

Moved by Nancy Barker,  seconded by Alderman Taylor to approve sites and dates recommended 
by N. Barker.

 Sites for summer meetings were recommended by N. Barker and selected.  June:  Jefferson Park, 
July: Barker Farm Park, August: Smith Park, September: Hart Park. 
 
Motion carried 6-0. 

Motion 
Results:

Passed

8. ADJOURNMENT  

A.

Moved by George Korth,  seconded by Nancy Barker to adjourn at 7:45 PM.

 Motion carried 6-0. 

Motion 
Results:

Passed



CITY OF MENASHA 
Sustainability Board 

City Hall-140 Main St.-Council Chambers-3rd Floor 
May 13, 2008 

 
MINUTES 

 

 

 Back  Print  

1. CALL TO ORDER  

Meeting called to order at 6:40 pm. 

2. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES  

A. Roll Call 

 Present: Mike Dillon, Linda Stoll, Trevor Frank, Roger Kanitz, Becky Bauer 
Others Present:  CDD Greg Keil, Mayor Merkes 

3. MINUTES TO APPROVE-MINUTES & COMMUNICATIONS TO RECEIVE  

 Minutes to approve:  

A. Sustainability Board, 4/22/08 

Moved by Michael Dillon,  seconded by Trevor Frank to approve Minutes of 4/22/08

Motion 
Results:

Carried on voice vote

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE CITY  

 Five (5) minute time limit for each person  

A. Public Comments 

 No one spoke 

5. DISCUSSION  

A. Sustainability Board web page on City of Menasha website (Mayor Merkes) 

 Option "A" as presented by Mayor Merkes is preferred with the substitution of "Sustainable Menasha" for 
"Sustainability Board." 
Discussion ensued about LaCrosse's website.  The board discussed the inclusion of photos, mission statement, the 
city's sustainability resolution, news items/events, and a link to the Sustainability Board on the City of Menasha 
website. 
 
Mike Dillon shared the status of the Town of Menasha and their purpose for creating a sustainability board, such 
as effectively dealing with complexity of issues, looking to root causes for solutions, working effectively across 
boundaries and being equitable across social and economic groups.  Mike will email sustainability statement 
adopted by the town to Greg Keil. 

B. LEED for Neighborhood Development - Overview 

Agenda Minutes



 Lake Park Villas - LEED ND Prerequisites:  It was the consensus of the board that although Lake Park Villas 
could not meet the locational prerequisites of LEED ND, the the other prerequisites should be followed to the 
extent practicable.  
 
The board discussed the application of LEED ND guidelines to other sites and it was suggested that the city 
explore ways to incent developments to utilize LEED ND guidelines. 
 
Market Study/Design RFP: Greg Keil outlined the purpose and desired outcome of preparing requests for 
proposals for market analysis and conceptual site design for the next phase of the Lake Park Villas development. 

C. Natural Step-Future direction 

 Linda Stoll suggested that board members peruse the 1000 Friends of Wisconsin Website.  She stated that in 
several communities Department Heads received training in the Natural Step.  
 
The baseline studies in LaCrosse and Bayfield assessed the following paramaters:  Energy, water, waste and 
recycling, habitat, parks, tree planting, sustainable agriculture/local food, green building/LEED out, measuring 
affordable housing, schools safe routes and locally grown food. 

6. ACTION ITEMS  

A. Set next meeting date 

 Next meeting will be held on June 10, 2008 at 6:30 pm in the Council Chambers, Menasha City Hall 

B. Creation of a Mission Statement 

 It was the concensus to keep this item on the agenda for future discussion. 

C. Establishment of goals/ Project priorities 

 Board members felt that the first step in the process should be to create a list of potential accomplishments. 

7. ADJOURNMENT  

A. Adjournment 

Moved by Michael Dillon,  seconded by Roger Kanitz to adjourn 

 at 8:30 p.m. 

Motion 
Results:

Carried on voice vote
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE WATER AND LIGHT COMMISSION 
 

May 28, 2008 
 

 
Commission President Allwardt called the Regular Meeting of the Water and Light Commission 
to order at 7:30 A.M., with Commissioners Bob Fahrbach, Joe Guidote, and Don Merkes present 
on roll call.  Also present were Doug Young, General Manager; Melanie Krause, Manager of 
Business Operations; Lonnie Pichler, Electric Distribution Supervisor; Dave Rodriguez, 
Customer and Utility Services Manager; Kristin Schalinski, Business Operations Accountant; 
Dick Sturm, Manager of Steam Production; and John Teale, Technical Services Engineer. 
 
Item II. People from the Gallery to be heard on any topic of public concern to the Utility.  

(five minute time limit for each person) 
 
Mary Ann Mulvey, 274 Misty Meadow, Menasha, asked about the March net income for the 
Steam Plant, and if April numbers were available. 
 
Comm. President Allwardt commented the March information was available in last month’s 
packet and the April information will be discussed later in the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Watson arrived at 7:35 a.m. 
 
Mary Nebel, 713 First, Menasha, asked about the status of the air permit.  She also commented 
on the size of the online files and the amount of time it takes to download them. 
 
Item III. Motion made by Comm. Fahrbach, seconded by Comm. Watson, was unanimous on 
roll call to approve the following: 
A. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 23, 2008. 
B. Checks dated May 1 - 28, 2008, which includes Net Payroll Voucher Checks, Void O & 

M Checks #033881-033931 & #034008, and Operation and Maintenance Voucher 
Checks for a total of $1,507,413.67, and Operation and Maintenance Vouchers and 
Rebates to be paid prior to the next Regular Meeting.  Motion approved unanimously on 
roll call. 

C. Correspondence, as listed. 
Copy of minutes from February 22 and March 28 WPPI Executive Committee 
meetings 
Copy of letter dated April 16 to Steve Grenell, Menasha Utilities, from Tom Verstegen, 
Dept. of Commerce, re: Site Investigation Funding 
Copy of letter dated April 29 to Rep. James Sensenbrenner, from Badger-CURE 
members, re: Railroad Antitrust Enforcement Act 
Copy of memorandum dated April 30 to Menasha Common Council, from Mgr. of 
Steam Production Dick Sturm, re: Steam Plant Noise Update 
Copy of letter dated May 3 to Melanie Krause, Menasha Utilities, from Peg Meltz, 
Race Director, Team Hailey 5K Run/Walk, re: Thank You for Donation 
Copy of letter dated May 12 to Sandra Paske, PSC, from General Manager Young, re: 
Wisconsin Electric Boundary Agreement 
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Copy of letter dated May 12 to Sen. Russ Feingold, from MEUW Exec. Dir. Dave 
Benforado, re: Consumer Protection & Cost Accountability Act 
Copy of letter dated May 13 to Sandra Paske, PSC, from Anita Gallucci & Richard 
Heinemann, Boardman Law Firm, re: PSC Docket No. 137-EI-102 
Copy of card received May 19 from 2008 MHS Post-Prom Committee, re: Thank You 

 
General Manager Young commented on the correspondence regarding the Wisconsin Electric 
Boundary Agreement, which is updated on an annual basis.  A copy of correspondence from the 
Boardman Law Firm was also included, and this will change the ATC operating agreement if 
approved by the PSC. 
 
Item IV. April Financial and Operations Statement – Manager of Business Operations Krause 
commented on the consolidated electric financial statement.  The CP3 customers are over budget 
this month, other income is higher than budget as well because ATC earned more than budgeted 
for the first quarter.  The steam financial statement is better than budget due to the boiler outage 
taking place in May instead of April.  A major portion of the outside services is for litigation 
expenses. 
 
Comm. Guidote questioned the variance in steam sales to Sonoco and Alcan.  Mrs. Krause stated 
this was due to the difference in actual steam pricing compared to budget. 
 
Comm. Fahrbach asked about the sales for resale on the consolidated water statement.  Mrs. 
Krause stated the Town of Menasha is taking more water than budgeted. 
 
Comm. Allwardt inquired about the industrial sales on the consolidated water statement being 
lower than anticipated.  Mrs. Krause stated there was a large production peak in April because 
SCA was taking water which should be reflected in May. 
 
Comm. Allwardt commented on the positive steam sales for the past four months, and he added 
staff did a good job on dispatching electric to maximize revenues. 
 
After discussion, the Commission accepted the April Financial and Operations Statement as 
presented. 
 
Energy Services Representative Voigtlander arrived at 7:50 a.m. 
 
Item V. Claims Against The Utility – there were no claims discussed at this meeting. 
 
Item VI. Purchase Orders over $10,000.00 issued since the last Commission meeting were 
presented for informational purposes. 
 
Item VII. Unfinished Business, Workout Plan – Mrs. Krause distributed an updated workout 
plan. 
 
Comm. Fahrbach asked about the RO Demineralizer Increase, which was a new item added to 
the plan.  Mr. Sturm explained this system makes purified water, and various vendors have been 
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involved in the care of the system.  Project Engineer, Steve Grenell, has taken a lead role in 
managing the system, and his goal is to get the proper sequences in the proper timing to increase 
the throughput. 
 
General Manager Young addressed the air permit issue.  The necessary paperwork was submitted 
approximately 3 years ago, and is in the hands of the DNR to issue the permit. 
 
Comm. Merkes asked about the spare parts inventory.  Mr. Sturm replied the budget is 
approximately 10% of the spare parts needed.  As capital becomes available, the budget for spare 
parts will increase, and it may take about five years to build an adequate spare parts inventory. 
 
Comm. Guidote asked about the cost estimate for coal system repairs.  Mr. Sturm explained the 
coal system has a multitude of deficiencies and he is working on scheduling a meeting with all 
the vendors involved in the design. 
 
Boiler #3 Outage Update – Mr. Sturm reported the outage started and ended on schedule.  The 
grate drive interim repair went very well, and he is confident this repair will see us through until 
the 2009 repair of the grate system.  The bag replacement on the #3 baghouse side was upgraded 
from Nomex to fiberglass, and inspection was completed on the remaining bags.  Replacement of 
the remaining bags will be necessary during the next scheduled outage.  The State inspection 
took place during the outage, and there were no code issues with the boiler. 
 
#5 T/G Update – General Manager Young stated a schedule was included in the packet.  Mr. 
Sturm distributed a listing of 40 action items.  Dresser Rand is on site, on schedule, and 
adequately staffed.  The machine is approximately 98% assembled and insulated.  They will be 
ready for steam tomorrow.  The #4 boiler is currently off line due to a Sonoco outage, and is 
expected to be brought back on line overnight.  The #5 rebuild is on schedule.  The rotor was 
sent out to be cleaned, and has been inspected and balanced. 
 
Comm. Fahrbach requested an email update on the progress of commissioning the unit. 
 
Item VIII.  New Business, MEUW 2008 Annual Conference – General Manager Young 
announced Commission President Mark Allwardt would be receiving a Pillars of Public Power 
Award for his 20 years of service. 
 
Updated Organizational Charts – Updated charts were distributed for informational purposes. 
 
Update on Cutoffs & Medical Need Customers – Manager of Customer and Utility Services 
Rodriguez gave an update on the spring cut-offs for electric services.  For the first three cycles 
the past month there were approximately 2,000 late notices/landlord notices mailed.  Of those, 
there were about 450 disconnection door hanger notices, and then of those there were just over 
100 cut-offs.  In the last several years there have been an increased number of disconnects.  
There are 34 customers on a medical needs list. 
 
Comm. Guidote asked what percentage of the billing is paid through autopay; this information 
will be included on next month’s report. 
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Water Department Road Repair Costs – General Manager Young reported this issue had been 
discussed at the May 5 Common Council meeting.  He reviewed the Utilities objection to the 
size of the replacement patches.  By City ordinance we are committed to use City crews to make 
repairs.  On inquiries of two contractors, repairs would have been about 30% less using contract 
crews.  Repair costs have now become the most significant part of the Water Distribution budget, 
and some capital expenditures will need to be curtailed to balance the budget.  Some type of 
water rate increase may be needed to cover these types of repairs. 
 
After discussion, Mayor Merkes indicated he would follow-up with the Department of Public 
Works on this issue. 
 
Water Plant Change Order #15 – General Manager Young reviewed the two items included on 
the change order request.  Mrs. Krause stated there is adequate contingency remaining, and a 
letter has been received from the DNR with approval to spend up to 97%. 
 
The motion by Comm. Watson, seconded by Comm. Guidote, was unanimously on roll call to 
approve Change Order #15 and to recommend the Board of Public Works also approve the 
change order and forward it to the Common Council. 
 
Item IX. Project Reports, Water Plant Project – General Manager Young reviewed the letter 
from McMahon Associates summarizing the construction completion of the Water Treatment 
Plant.  He added the Water Quality Report will be inserted with the June billings. 
 
Melissa Substation Transformer Repair – Technical Services Engineer Teale reported the 
transformer is scheduled to ship two weeks earlier than anticipated, and is expected to be back on 
line before September. 
 
Item X. Staff Reports, General Manager – General Manager Young gave an update on the 
WPPI Energy Efficiency Improvement Program which will be extended into the community and 
schools.  He added Menasha Utilities received an RP3 award designation at the APPA 
Engineering and Operations Conference, and a news release is on the website. 
 
Electric and Water Distribution/Safety Report – Electric & Water Distribution Supervisor Pichler 
reported water main will be replaced on Konemac Street, along with a small part of Garfield 
Street. 
 
Steam Utility – Mr. Sturm reported on the Sonoco Memorial Day outage which provided an 
opportunity for a mini-outage on the #4 boiler to do maintenance replacement and repairs.  The 
desuperheater pumps will move up in priority once the outages have been completed, and the 
Sonoco manhole failure will need to be addressed. 
 
Water Plant - there were no additional questions to the report presented. 
 
Telecommunications & Substations– Mr. Teale added the Wreath Factory has been added as a 
new internet customer. 
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Business Operations – Mrs. Krause added discussions have been held with the DNR regarding 
the Safe Drinking application, and early indications are very promising that funds will be 
available for the Third Street main replacement project. 
 
Customer and Utility Services – there were no additional questions to the report presented. 
 
Energy Services Representative/Key Accounts – Invitations have been mailed for a Large 
Customer Breakfast to be held on June 18. 
 
Item XI. People from the Gallery to be heard on any items discussed at this Meeting.  (five 

minute time limit for each person) 
 
Mary Nebel, 713 First Street, requested a copy of the workout plan which Mrs. Krause provided 
to her. 
 
Item XII. The motion by Comm. Fahrbach, seconded by Comm. Guidote, was unanimously 
approved at 9:35 a.m. to convene into Closed Session pursuant to Section 19.85 (1) (e) of the 
Wisconsin Statutes for the purpose of deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public 
properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever 
competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session.  RE: Litigation 
 
And pursuant to Section 19.85 (1) (f) of the Wisconsin Statutes for the purpose of considering 
financial, medical, social or personal histories or disciplinary data of specific persons, 
preliminary consideration of specific personnel problems or the investigation of charges against 
specific persons except where par. (b) applies which, if discussed in public would be likely to 
have a substantial adverse effect upon the reputation of any person referred to in such histories or 
data, or involved in such problems or investigations.  RE: Personnel Issues 

 

 

 
     By: CARLA R. WATSON 
      Secretary 
 
NOTE:  THESE MINUTES ARE NOT TO BE CONSIDERED OFFICIAL UNTIL ACTED 

UPON AT THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING, THEREFORE, ARE SUBJECT TO 
REVISION. 
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June 3, 2008 
 

 
 
 

Kirk Gallant 
1049 London Street 

Menasha, WI 54952 
 
Dear Kirk: 

 
This correspondence is a response to your May 21, 2008 e-mail.  I have 

taken your comments as an open records request.  Enclosed you will find a 
copy of all e-mails in my computer with your name in them since 2006.  

There are no other written documents pertaining to the hiring of the 
Assistant Manager position for 2008 that I am aware of. 
 

Six people were considered and/or interviewed for the Assistant Manager 
position this season.  Our past record of hiring assistant managers at the 

pool is clear.  We have employed people from a wide age span.  
Qualifications and experience are the two main criteria we use as we try to 
assemble the most effective supervisory team employees as possible.  As I 

have previously stated, I understand your disappointment in our hiring 
decision.  I hope you don’t let this affect your performance as a swim 

instructor this summer. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Brian Tungate 

Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
C: Don Merkes, Mayor 

     Jeffrey Brandt, City Attorney/Human Resources Director 
 



Date June 12, 2008 
 
To Mark Radtke 
 Common Council 
 
From Tim Jacobson 
 Public Works Supt. 
 
Re 2008 Screener Purchase 
 
Earlier this year the Department of Public Works purchased and installed an Orbit 
Screener for a cost of $65,775.00.  The necessity for researching and pursuing this 
purchase was based on the annual cost of renting a trommel screen from S & R 
Compost, a private company out of Waukesha. 
 
The rental of the trommel screen was always based on availability which meant rain or 
shine.  Optimum screening is after at least two to three weeks of dry weather and many 
times we would have this type of weather until the day before it would be delivered.  
Normal operations meant we would operate the screener for 16 hours a day; one 
employee would start their day at 4:00am with a second starting at 12:00pm and working 
until 8:00pm, (80 hours).  This cost the City of Menasha $23,450.00. 
 
With very high moisture content, the material screened produced 50% of usable product.  
This meant that the remaining product would be stock piled to be screened again to get 
a higher quality product processed semi annually.  Now, since installing the Orbit 
screener we have not only screened compost at optimum times we also have been able 
to screen our stock pile of road millings from past street construction projects. 
 
At the time of this memorandum we have operated the Orbit Screener for 93.5 hours at a 
cost to the City of Menasha of $11,687.50.  During this short period of operating our own 
screener we not only saved $11,762.50, already, we have produced enough aggregate 
for future street construction projects that the Department of Public Works will never 
have a need to purchase virgin material at $9.00/ton again.  This saving alone has the 
potential of reaching tens of thousands of dollars with raw material coming to us every 
year.  Plus by screening out the larger pieces we also cut at minimum one day of fine 
grading by not having to pick them out of the streets by hand and regrading after they 
causing furrows in the stone base. 
 
Mark, understand that although I recommended this purchase I was still skeptical.  The 
video’s and demonstration showed that the machine could perform the tasks necessary 
but something caused a little anxiety.  In the last 93.5 hours I have become a believer 
and very excited for the City of Menasha.  I have included three photos showing the 
production already exhibited.  Two photos show the final aggregate product and one 
showing the smaller pile of spoils.  To help with the perception Nick Gries our summer 
help is standing on top of the product pile next to the screener. 















A Coa l i t i o n

t o  p r e s e r v e
W i s con s i n ’ s
Re l i a b l e  a nd
A f f o r d ab l e
E l e c t r i c i t y

608/286-0784 • P.O. Box 54 • Madison, WI 53701 • www.customersfirst.org • JUNE 2008 • Vol. 13, No. 6

Plugging you in to e lectr ic  industry changes

Customers First!

Since the mid-1990s, the Customers First!
Coalition’s unique diversity has made it a force
to be reckoned with in the continuing evolution
of the electric utility industry and energy policy
development.

Coalition (CFC) events routinely draw wide
participation from across the spectrum of energy
stakeholders, and the recent CFC Spring
POWER Breakfast, held in April  at Madison’s
Concourse Hotel, was no exception.

Energy leaders gather at POWER Breakfast

(Above) PSC Chair Dan Ebert, Energy Center Execu-

tive Director Sue Stratton, and George Edgar of  Wis.

Energy Conservation Corp. take part in a panel pre-

sentation. Below, Ebert and and State Rep. Jim Soletski

chat. The huddle at left includes IBEW’s Forrest Ceel,

MEUW’s Dave Benforado, and presenter Robert Talley.

The crowd of nearly 100 electricity stakeholders (above) shows its appreciation for

POWER Breakfast program presenters such as U.S. Rep. Tammy Baldwin (right).



THE WIRE is a monthly

publication of the Customers

First! Coalition—a broad-based

alliance of local governments,

small businesses and farmers,

environmental groups, labor

and consumer groups, retirees

and low-income families,

municipal electric utilities, rural

electric cooperatives, wholesale

suppliers, and an investor-owned

utility. Customers First! is a

coalition dedicated to preserving

Wisconsin’s reliable and

affordable electricity.

If you have questions or

comments about THE WIRE or

the Customers First! Coalition,

please call 608/286-0784.

With CFC Executive Director Matt Bromley

KEEPING CURRENT

Bromley

When the latest Wisconsin Energy Statistics released by the state’s Office of Energy Indepen-
dence showed a decrease in energy consumption, including electricity use, in 2006, one journalist
called it a downward trend in the state’s energy use. Perhaps the
reporter is right. Perhaps 2006 was a threshold year for energy
consumption—a point when our heretofore growing appetite for
electricity and other energy resources reversed course and started to
abate. Perhaps we can scrap expensive transmission system upgrades
and new generation facilities because we will no longer need them.
Or, maybe it doesn’t signify a new trend at all but instead is simply
one year when summer happened to be unusually cool and winter
unusually warm.

Relying on a narrow snapshot of past energy use to determine
future energy needs can have a profound and deleterious impact on
the reliability and cost of electricity for our state’s electric customers.
An underestimate of demand could lead to undercapacity and insuffi-
cient power for homes and businesses. An overestimate could lead to the construction (and cost) of a
power plant that may not be needed.

Prognostications of future energy needs have often been calculated by using straight-line extrapo-
lations of historical energy consumption. But how accurate is this? Should we assume that since
demand for electricity has gone up an average of about 2–2.5 percent a year this past decade, we can
expect it to continue on that pace indefinitely? How will new technology, changes in consumer behav-
ior, fuel costs, and greater conservation and efficiency efforts affect future demand? Last month’s Wire
reported on findings released by organizations affiliated with investor-owned utilities that showed
efficiency standards and consumer incentives alone will cut 23 percent off demand growth for electric-
ity over the next 20 years.

Demand for electricity is still expected to rise, but by less than if these energy efficiency improve-
ments had not been put in place.

Good predictions require that we consider more than one year of consumption data before
determining a trend and that we account for the societal, economic, and policy changes that will affect
how much energy we choose to use. It isn’t an easy task. As physicist Niels Bohr once said, “Predic-
tion is very difficult, especially if it’s about the future.”

Callisto takes PSC helm
Eric Callisto, who had been serving as executive assistant at the Public Service Commission of

Wisconsin (PSC), took the reins as PSC chair during the last week of May, succeeding Dan Ebert who
had been chairman since succeeding Burnie Bridge in April 2005.

Ebert announced his resignation May 1 after leading the agency for three years.
Governor Doyle called Ebert “an outstanding leader” and a “key player in positioning Wisconsin as a
leader in renewable energy and energy conservation.”

Ebert had also been heavily involved in managing Wisconsin’s transition to full participation in the
Midwest Independent System Operator’s (MISO) regional wholesale power markets, serving on the
board of the Organization of MISO States since 2005.

Callisto, whose accession to the chairmanship was announced at the same time as Ebert’s
departure, said, “Protecting our environment and the consumer while maintaining a reliable utility
service will remain an important focus” of the PSC.

Doyle said Callisto “brings incredible knowledge and insight” to the position, noting his “back-
ground in environmental law and his leadership on a variety of important topics at the Commission for
the last two years will continue to serve Wisconsin citizens well” during his tenure in the chair.



Energy saver tip
A good, tight seal on your refrigerator door

is important for efficient performance. Close the
door on a dollar bill. If you can pull it out easily,
it’s probably time to replace the door gaskets
and stop losing many more dollars to wasted
electricity.

Residential customers of
New York utility Consolidated
Edison can look forward to
receiving about $100
apiece in a settlement for
damages resulting from a
nine-day blackout that
drove many from their homes and played havoc
with local businesses.

The ConEd system failure in Long Island
City, affecting about 174,000 customers in
western Queens, occurred in the midst of a July
2006 heat wave. According to a New York Times
report, people “were forced to abandon their
homes and businesses and ferry medicine and
food to friends and relatives who were unable to
navigate the [darkened] stairs in their [sweltering]
apartment buildings.”

In September 2006, members of the New
York State Legislature petitioned the state’s Public
Service Commission (PSC) to investigate ConEd’s
prudence before and during the blackout. The
state attorney general’s office and consumer
protection board asked the PSC to consider the
issue of “gross negligence.”

In mid-April, ConEd, the state agencies, and
other parties agreed to a settlement. Settlement
documents viewed by The Wire indicate the PSC
would close down its prudence investigation, while
the utility would be required to pay out $17 million
in credits against monthly electric bills.

The billings are to include a statement from
the utility saying, “Our performance during the
event did not meet the standards we set for
ourselves nor the expectations of our customers,”
adding that the credit “is an expression of our
apology for the extended hardships experienced
by many residents and businesses as a result of the
outage.”

Terms of the settlement also prohibit ConEd
from charging ratepayers to recover about $46
million in blackout-related repair costs. The
documents indicate the utility previously absorbed
about $59 million in associated expenses and
customer claims.

The PSC has set a June 20 deadline for
public comments on the proposed settlement.

Take dis
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The Wrong Stuff?
A pilot program in Texas reveals a fundamen-

tal difficulty of electric restructuring: Even if
residential customers are interested in potential
savings from competitive pricing, it’s not easy
finding providers who share that interest.

Last fall, the People’s Electricity Program
signed up more than 1,600 households in a half-
dozen Texas communities, hoping to use bulk
purchasing power to obtain lower-priced electricity.
But 1,600 customers evidently weren’t enough to
draw much interest on the part of sellers.

“Providers simply refused to take part in the
program or saw no reason to offer rates lower than
those already available,” according to Geoffrey
Gay, legal counsel for the Cities Aggregation
Power Project CAPP.

CAPP includes more than 100 Texas munici-

Rail reforms on track
Seventy percent of Wisconsin’s congressional delegation is now on board with railroad reform legisla-

tion, as the Badger State leads a national effort to make a better deal for bulk shippers who have few or no
competitive alternatives. And Wisconsin’s leadership at both the congressional and grassroots levels appears
to be helping move legislative remedies including improved federal oversight of freight railroads responsible
for delivering, among many other necessities, power-plant fuel.

The House Judiciary Committee on the last day of April endorsed passage of Wisconsin Rep. Tammy
Baldwin’s (D–Madison) bill to apply federal antitrust law to railroads. The measure is co-sponsored by
Wisconsin Reps. Steve Kagen (D–Appleton) and Ron Kind (D–La Crosse).

The original, Senate version of the same bill, sponsored by Herb Kohl (D–WI), was at least temporarily
stalled as Kohl worked at press time to remove a “hold” placed on the proposal by Frank Lautenberg (D–
NJ). Senate protocol halts consideration of a bill while any member is invoking the “hold” prerogative.

On another front, Wisconsin Reps. Baldwin, Kagen, Kind, and David Obey (D–Wausau) are co-
sponsoring a proposal by Minnesota Rep. James Oberstar to make the Surface Transportation Board (STB),
which has regulatory oversight of railroads, more accessible to consumers. Shippers have long complained
that STB grievance procedures are prohibitively expensive, time-consuming, and stacked in favor of rail-
roads. Rep. Gwen Moore (D-Milwaukee) recently signed on as a co-sponsor of Oberstar’s bill.

Higher rail-shipping costs have led to double-digit rate increases for many Wisconsin electricity custom-
ers in recent years, prompting formation of Badger-CURE (Customers United for Rail Equity), the first state-
level chapter of the national CURE organization lobbying on behalf of shipper interests.

palities. But the failure of the People’s Electricity
Program underlined power providers’ lack of
interest in serving small, rural communities.

Current Texas law allows a city to pool
electricity needs and negotiate for bulk pricing only
if all citizens choose to participate. It also precludes
cities becoming retail power providers.

Baldwin Kagen Kind Kohl Obey Moore



Be sure
to check out the
Customers First!
web site at

Plugging Wisconsin In
Customers First!

Help us share our messages with others. If you know of businesses or organizations that would like to learn more about protecting
Wisconsin’s reliable and affordable electricity, please feel free to copy and share with them all or part of this newsletter, or you can
call 608/286-0784 to arrange an informational meeting.

A Coalition

to preserve
Wisconsin’s
Reliable
and Affordable
Electricity

Customers First!

P.O. Box 54
Madison, WI 53701

www.customersfirst.org

Quotable Quotes

“Ironically, there is a fire sale on power in the west-
ern part of the state at the moment for large users, but
residents in these small towns have essentially been
ignored by the power providers who are not inclined to
reduce their published prices for a bundle of 1,600
residential accounts.”

—Attorney Geoffrey Gay on Texas power providers’ lack of
interest in the Cities Aggregation Power Project (CAPP), quoted

in a CAPP news release on Business Wire, May 8, 2008
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Memorandum           

 

TO:  Debbie Galeazzi, City of Menasha Clerk  
 
FROM: Assistant Chief/Fire Marshall Al Auxier 
 
DATE:  June 10, 2008 
  
RE:  Liquor License for Marathon, 209 Racine Street 
 
 
Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue, NMFR, did a reinspection of the 209 Racine Street 
property on 6/10/08 and found that the violations noted in the 6/6/2008 Fire Inspection 
have been corrected. Therefore, NMFR would recommend approval of the Liquor 
License Renewal for this property.  
 
Call or email me with any questions or concerns.  
 

Al Auxier 
Assistant Chief/Fire Marshall 
Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue 
aauxier@nmfire.org 
(920)886-6203, office 
(920)209-9509, cell 
 

 
 

 









CITY OF MENASHA DISBURSEMENTS 

 
Accounts Payable for 6/5/08-6/12/08      $1,366,996.30 

Checks # 17138-17298 
     

 
Payroll Checks for 6/5/08-6/12/08         165,711.06     

Checks # 38821-39115 
 
 
  Total       $1,532,707.36  
 
**Gaps in the sequence of accounts payable check numbers may be caused by: voiding 
checks at the start of a new check run to set up printing of the checks correctly, having a 
large number of invoices on a particular vendor which causes the payment to be printed 
on more than one accounts payable check , incorrect alphabetizing of a vendor causing 
the accounts payable check to appear out of sequence or software/printer problems which 
result in accounts payable checks being printed incorrectly and needing to be discarded. 
 
 
Menasha Employees Credit Union-Employee Deductions 
 
Menasha Employees Local 1035-Union Dues 
 
Menasha Employees Local 1035B-Union Dues 
 
Wisconsin Support Collections-Child/Spousal Support 
 
United Way-Employee Donations 
 
AMT-Garnishments 
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ORDINANCE O - 9 - 08 

 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO CITY GOVERNMENT AND ELECTIONS 

 

Introduced by Mayor Merkes 

 

 The Common Council of the City of Menasha does ordain as follows 

 

SECTION 1: Sec. 2 – 1 -1 is repealed and recreated to read: 

 

The City of Menasha is divided into twenty-three (23) Wards, whose boundaries 

and descriptions are on file and can be obtained from the City Clerk. 

 

SECTION 2: Sec. 2 – 1 – 2 is repealed and recreated to read as follows: 

 

The City of Menasha shall consist of eight (8) Aldermanic Districts, whose 

boundaries and descriptions can be obtained from the City Clerk. 

 

 SECTION 3: Sec 2 – 1 – 3 (c) is repealed and recreated to read as follows: 

 

REGISTRATION. All electors for all elections shall be required to be registered. 

The City Clerk shall receive applications for registration at his/her office during 

regular business hours and at the polling places on the date of the election. 

Registration is also effective in done in conformance with State of Wisconsin law. 

 

SECTION 4: Sec. 2 – 1 – 4(b) is amended by deleting office of assessor in line 2, 

Assessor in line 5 and School Board Commissioners in line 5. 

  

SECTION 5: This ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication as 

provided by law. 

 

Passed and approved this _________ day of _________, 2008. 

 

       __________________________ 

       Donald Merkes, Mayor 

 

     ATTEST: 

       __________________________ 

       Deborah A. Galeazzi, City Clerk 

 

ATTORNEY’S NOTE:  This is the first of a series of ordinances that attempt to conform the 

City Code to actual practice. Each has been necessitated because we have made changes and not 

identified every area of the Code needing changes or we have done business not totally 

inconsistent with the Code.    
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M E M O R A N D U M  

 
    To: Mayor and Common Council 
 
From: PRD Tungate 
 
 Date: June 12, 2008 
 
   RE: Report of Park Vandalism - Council Directive from Alderman Taylor 
 
The topic of vandalism in our park system was discussed at the June 9 Park Board 
meeting.  Jefferson Park was the target of significant damage over the weekend of June 
7-8.  It is our intent to provide the Common Council with a list of incidents and the 
estimated repair costs that have occurred since the start of the year.  We will also 
describe measures that have been taken in an attempt to curb the problem.   
 
We expect to have this information prepared by the July 7 Common Council meeting. 


