City of Menasha e Department of Community Development

Menashar

Community Development Department
Plan Commission Staff Report
January 11, 2012

Agenda Item F.1. Special Use Permit — Electronic Message Center — 59 Racine St,

Parcel No. 5-00001-00

Applicant: Kenneth J. Brusda, North Star Asset Management, Inc., agent for

Vern Larsen, Property Owner.

Requested action: Special Use Permit approval

Proposed: Installation of an Electronic Message Center
Location: 59 Racine St.
Existing Zoning: C-1 General Commercial

Surrounding Zoning: C-2 Central Business District (West and Northwest), C-1 General

Commercial (North, South and East), and R-1 Single Family
Residence (Northeast)

Existing Land Use: ~ Commercial Offices

General

Northstar Asset Management, Inc. is proposing to install an Electronic Message
Center on their existing Monument Sign. They have concurrently applied for a
sign permit, which is pending until this Special Use Request is considered for
approval. The subject site is zoned C-1 General Commercial District and requires
a Special Use Permit as the sign will be located within two hundred (200) feet of
a residential use, per Sec. 13-1-67(d)(1)(a) of the Municipal Code.

Site Characteristics

The proposed Electronic Message Center would be installed on the pre-existing
monument sign, located on the southwest part of the property, immediately
adjacent to Racine Street (see enclosed maps). The property is adjacent to the
Central Business District to the West, multi-family condominium to the east, the
Racine Street Bridge to the South, single-family Residential to the Northeast,
vacant city-owned property to the north, and the Post Office to the Northeast.
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3. Sign Dimensions & Specifications
The proposed Electronic Message Center is 8 square feet (6’3" by 1'5”). The
existing sign face is 19 square feet (see enclosed sign drawings). The proposed
Electronic sign will constitute 29.6% of the total sign face, which is under the
maximum 30% allowed by Sec 13-1-67(d)(4) of the Municipal Code.

As presented, the proposed digital sign appears to comply with all other
stipulations related to general sign standards (Sec 13-1-66(b)), Electronic
Message Centers (Sec 13-1-67(d)), and Monument Signs (Sec 13-1-67(e)).

4, Recommendation
Community Development staff finds that the proposed Electronic Message
Center is compatible with surrounding land uses, as the proposed location of the
digital sign screens it from all neighboring residential uses. The proposed
electronic sign as proposed complies with minimum standards for this type of
signage, per the Municipal Code, as outlined in Section 3 of the report.

The Community Development Department recommends approval of the Special
Use Permit to install an Electronic Message Center at 59 Racine Street, parcel 5-

00001-00, with the following conditions:
e The digital sign must be installed on the existing monument sign as
proposed, which is screened from all neighboring residential uses.
e The sign will be installed only after approval of the pending sign permit
application.
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Prepared by: Kara Homan, AICP, Principal Planner




Approximate Location of Existing Monument Sign.
Proposed Electronic Message Center would be attached.
See Enclosed Sign Drawing for more Details.

Site of Proposed Electronic Message Center
North Star Asset Management, Inc.
59 Racine St, Parcel No 5-00001-00
Winnebago County, Menasha, WI
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The undersigned hereby agrees to install all signs in accordance with applicable
ordinances and holds the City of Menasha harmless from any and all damages, claims
or causes of action whatsoever of any nature by reason of installation, use,
conrmuances or mamtenance of said sign(s).
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Property Owner Signature
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APPLICATION FOR
SIGN PERMIT

Required Submissions (staff use only)

_Site Plan
iLo-Building Elevations
_% Sign Illuslratlon & Description

Permit Fee
t'—&Total $. 250 \950 00 (+%‘DO‘¥ZL’

Receipt: #_ 1\ \o

Review & Approval (staff use only)

e

Zoning — Specie \2«;&0«\
m:LaL 2 Central Business D|stnct Desngn Stardards
¢l-andmarks Commission - Historic District
Common Council - Special Use Permit
ic-Works - Vision Control Area/ROW

___Final Approval
__Conditions:

Zoning Administrator Date Issued

Sign Permit Application Instructions

1.
all proposed signage complies with City of Menasha ordinance requirements.

2,

L ]
e  Required permit fees for each sign.

It is recommended that applicants consult with the Zoning Administrator during the initial planning stages to avoid delays and ensure that
Before construction or installation of any sign(s) requiring a permit, applicants shall submit a sign permit application package that includes:
A completed permit application form with the signature of the property owner.

For monument/pole signs, an accurate plot plan drawn to scale of the entire lot on which the sign(s) will be located showing the

location of buildings, parking lots, driveways, and landscaped areas on the lot.

awnings, etc)

requested, and the anticipated location of future signs requiring a permit.

For wall-mounted signs, location of each sign on the building(s), with building elevations (e.g., over doors, over windows,
An accurate indication on the plot plan of the location and orientation of all existing signs, each sign for which a permit is

A description and illustration of each proposed sign including the following:
Colors and materials to be used in sign construction (e.g., limestone base with bronze letters, etc);

o

o Style of lettering for all signs;

o  Appearanceflocation of logos or icons;

o All sign proportions; and,

o Types of ilumination (e.g. external illumination with description of type of outdoor light fixture).

proposed signs and/or site.

In addition, optional submittals may be required by the Zoning Administrator if deemed necessary due to the character of the

Over — Please complete both sides of the application form
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BROAD ST

Northstar Sign Map
Racine & Broad
Menasha, WI




