
From: Brian Tungate
To: Kristi Heim
Subject: FW: armory evaluation
Date: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 10:54:44 AM

Add this email to the Park Board agenda, thanks
 

From: Adam Alix 
Sent: Tuesday, August 07, 2012 4:23 PM
To: Brian Tungate
Cc: Mark Radtke
Subject: armory evaluation
 
Hi Brian,
Well having walked thru the facility and had an opportunity to think about the issues seen and
suspect, I’m of the opinion that it would take a substantial amount of money to get the building
habitable again and even more so to provide for its long term use.
 
With the building having been unheated for the past several winters and with the building not been
winterized I suspect that there are issues with burst pipes based on the mold visible on the walls in
the North restroom. And to make matters worse there doesn’t appear to be any plumbing chases
or access, at least easily accessible, to pipes to inspect or eventually to make repairs. 
 
Likewise the building was heated with a boiler system and according to Ray the system was not
drained or moth balled for future use.  I too suspect that there will be issues with the system’s
plumbing even if the boiler were to fire up and burn.
 
So even after we are able to provide heat and plumbing for the facility there are other concerns
that will need to be addressed in the near future.  One being the roof.  Granted we did not bring a
ladder but Ray indicated that the he believed the roof was original, a built up asphalt and tar roof. 
Even though there didn’t appear to be any significant leaks inside I’m sure we would need to
replace the roof soon. 
 
And then there are concerns with the structure itself.  There is evidence of significant settling
throughout the entire facility as several of the room’s floors have sunk from their original
elevations.  The crack in the main hallway between a controlled joint shows that there was quite a
bit of movement as the crack isn’t only on the mortar joint but the blocks themselves are cracked
and broken too.  I suspect the building will continue to move/settle due to the unstable soil
conditions as I believe the site was once a landfill prior to the Armory being located there.
 
In addition if we intend to use the facility we would need to then plan for the handling of the
suspected asbestos within the facility.  Based on the approximate date of the construction the floor
tile/mastic and the piping insulation more than likely have asbestos fibers in them and will
eventually need to be abated and replaced.  Regardless the asbestos will need to be abated even if
the facility is demoed however we’ll be funding this abatement plus the replacement of tile and
insulation if we decide to keep and use the building.
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In summary this facility is very much like several of the City’s current buildings that we are
struggling to obtain the funds to adequate maintain them. So why we would want to add yet
another facility that will only add to this our already limited funding?
 
 
Adam
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


















