
From: Brian Tungate
To: Kristi Heim
Subject: FW: Alcohol in Appleton Parks
Date: Monday, April 23, 2012 8:43:20 AM

Save this for our next Park Board agenda
 
Brian Tungate |  Director of Parks and Recreation  |  City of Menasha  |  140 Main St.  | Menasha WI 54952 | 
 920.967.3640  |  920.967.5272 |  btungate@ci.menasha.wi.us |  www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov

 Think before you print
 
 

From: Bill Lecker [mailto:Bill.Lecker@appleton.org] 
Sent: Friday, April 20, 2012 4:41 PM
To: Brian Tungate
Subject: Re: Alcohol in Appleton Parks
 
Brian,
 
Below is our current ordinance related to the consumption of alcohol:
 
Sec. 13.7. Possession of alcoholic beverages.  (a) No alcoholic beverages, other than
fermented malt beverages and wine are allowed in any park.  (b) No person shall drink
from, or possess an open container of permitted alcoholic beverages in any park before
12:00 p.m. (noon) or after 9:00 p.m. (c) Time limitations in this section shall be extended
in the posted areas of Appleton Memorial Park while organized league or tournament play
is in progress. (d) No alcoholic beverages of any kind may be carried into posted areas of
Appleton Memorial Park during times when alcoholic beverages are offered for sale by
licensed vendors located within the posted areas. (e) Permits to extend these time
limitations, or type of alcohol permitted, may be applied for from the Director or designee
thereof. A decision to deny such permit may be appealed to the appropriate committee of
jurisdiction.
Groups and/or organizations may request an extension of the alcohol hours after 9:00 PM. to
the Director.  I've routinely allowed groups and organizations to possess alcohol in parks until
10 or 10:30 PM for wedding receptions, etc.  The only time I allow the extension of alcohol
hours before noon is the Car Show at Pierce Park. 
 
Several years we had some serious discussions with the Police Department about restricting the
consumption of alcohol in a couple parks that had become problematic.  The parks that were
experiencing problems were Jones and Arbutus Park.  Some of the problems were related to
the proximity to downtown and easy access by some of the homeless individuals who often
drank in the park all day, spent the night and then started the cycle over the next day.  The
presence of the homeless created some conflicts with the citizens who were using the park
facilities.  Some of the problems were also related to the configuration of the parks ("ravine"
parks) and limited ability of the Police Department and public to effective monitor activity. 
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We considered restricting possession of alcohol in these 2 parks, but it never got to that point
because the Police Department (with some assistance from the neighbors) was able to address
the problems.
 
We currently allow beer sales at our ball diamond complex for the adult softball complex.  As
you know, sometimes beer and adults sports do not mix, but we generally have not had too
many problems.  Our ordinances also prohibit glass containers in parks, so glass beer bottles
can be an issue occasionally. 
 
If there are any major issues with the possession of alcohol in our parks, it is usually brought
to the Department's attention very quickly by the Police Department.  We have been
fortunately lately (knock on wood) that alcohol possession and consumption issues have been
limited.  However, it's only a matter of time that things will cycle around and we will be see
some issues arise.
 
Please call with questions.
 
Have a good weekend.
Bill
 
 
William N. Lecker, CPRP
Superintendent of Parks and Recreation 
Appleton Parks, Recreation & Facilities Management Department
100 N. Appleton Street
Appleton, WI  54911
(920) 832-3915 (Office)
(920) 419-7956 (Cell phone)
www.appleton.org
"The City of Appleton is dedicated to meeting the needs of our community and enhancing the
quality of life."

>>> Brian Tungate <btungate@ci.menasha.wi.us> 4/20/2012 11:42 AM >>>
Bill:  would you mind summarizing that your city policies/ordinances allow for alcohol consumption
in city parks.   In all  parks?  any restrictions?   Your feelings on how your current policy works, any
problems?        We are thinking about allowing beer in a  couple more parks, but we use a permit
system- so you can’t just pull up and start partying.
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As a local governmental entity, the City of Menasha is subject to Wisconsin statutes relating to
open records. Any e-mail received by anyone at the City of Menasha, as well as any e-mail
sent by someone from the City of Menasha are subject to these laws. Unless otherwise
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exempted from the Open Records law, senders and receivers of City e-mail should presume
that any e-mail is subject to release upon request.     






