Minutes of Sustainable Communities Network 7/12/12

Present: Jessica Beckendorf, Linda Bartelt, Kim Biederman, Linda Stoll, Catherine Neiswender,
Laurie Case, Kathy Thunes, Roger Kanitz, Dick Gosse, Geo Dearborn, Olivia Boerschinger,
April Mielke, Dave Johnson, Jim Resick and Jerry Wittman.

Roger Kanitz reported on website. Gaps in community websites include only Outagamie
County at this time. Recommended contact for Outagamie County is Craig Moser, subject to
verification. Roger offered a Saturday morning training on how to upload community information
to website. He also circulated hard copy map that will highlight SCN member communities on
website.

Laurie Case, UW-Green Bay Sustainability and Strategic Planning Coordinator, spoke on a
current project with City of Neenah. She reviewed Responsible Unit history and status.
Research focus is analysis of recycling efficiency, using data sets, GIS, and interviews. End
goal is to ID best practices being employed by top performing recycling programs. Neenah's
interest is how to improve its current program, perhaps using new policy or approach.

L. Stoll suggested that UW-GB make speaker available to communities, when/reports complete.
L. Bartelt suggested a workshop featuring best practices, comparative community models and
experiences, differences across material types, and opportunities for collaboration across
communities. A. Mielke stressed importance of a market-based approach and public education.
C. Neiswender supported idea of a workshop. L. Case results will be ready for February
Wisconsin Integrated Resource Management Council meeting, but results could be ready for an
October/November regional event; she will inquire on this. This event could be a platform for
cooperative action. The group requested this workshop, by consensus of those present.

Linda Bartelt reported on mission, functions, and activities of Northeast Wisconsin Educational
Resource Alliance (NEWERA). Economic Sustainability model has become the “E Forward
Community Model Alignment” (see attachment). This effort (Phase 1) is hoped to create a
collaboration around economy, education, energy and environment, on a foundation of best
practices for sustainability and renewable energies. The E Forward Community Model will be
described, along with benefits. And, 2-3 communities will be identified to work with ECWRPC
and Bay Lakes RPC in piloting the Model.

A draft graphic model was distributed for review. A. Mielke reported City of Neenah is
considering a project with NEWERA to draft a model sustainable community plan. In response
to Wittman question, Bartelt responded that NEWERA, UW-Extension and New North all have
coinciding research interests in common with Oneida Nation, around bio-energy and biomass
production and marketing. Linda B. also reported that NEWERA is collaborating on creation of
environmental engineering BS degree and associate degree with focus on soil, water and air. L.
Case reported availability of online Master’s degree in Sustainable Management, winter 2013.

R. Gosse asked if SCN is interested in cooperating on plastic bag ban. Bartelt suggested we
look at bag conversion/reuse. R. Kanitz added we can look at same approach with algae in
area waterways.



Community Sharing Round-robin:

G. Dearborn reported for T. Menasha on: sustainable business network, new zoning ordinance
featuring flexibility in planning and sustainable building codes; success of farmers market and
community garden (all plots rented out in 2012).

R. Gosse reported on progress for City of Appleton bike route development, including use of
people commuting to work. He also reported that UW-FV solar panels at Communication Arts
Center will be expanded. UW-FV also looking at designation as a “tree U,” working with City of
Menasha.

A. Mielke reported for City of Neenah. 40 kw solar panel array at city garage now operating, will
be featured at open house. Farm market expanding, more slots filled this year. DIY bike repair
stations are under consideration along trails. Considering joining the DNR Green Tier program,
as a Legacy charter Community; effort is opposed by Agenda 912 anti-sustainability initiative.

L. Stoll reported this same group is opposing designation of Fox Heritage Corridor. April will
forward some materials about legacy community.

L. Stoll reported for City of Menasha on solid waste program review with eye toward having less
go to landfill. Once/mo. v. twice/mo. recycling pickup is being debated, but costs are a
constraint. Multi-unit apartment waste (unsorted) is picked up for free, while recyclables of
businesses are not picked up at all. A. Mielke will share results of Neenah'’s solid waste review
and program results, upon request. Menasha completed biking/walking study with eye toward
identifying barriers to trail development, like route establishment, and walking in general; map
being developed showing gaps. Another E-Waste collection program is planned for this fall;
Neenah and Menasha talked at meeting of having a joint event. R. Gosse suggested educating
citizens on how they don't have to put garbage out every week during cold weather. A. Mielke
reported “pair up” program — encouraging neighbors to consolidate waste — hasn’'t worked very
well. L. Stoll suggested we need cost data on these various practices for communication to
muni’s in region; focus on how behaviors and best practices can save taxpayers money.

J. Wittman reported for Outagamie County that it will generate and place data on SCW website
this fall. Also, County Administration building renovation will meet LEED Silver criteria, but
county won't pay to have this verified by USGBC. D. Johnson reported “push-back” on
designation of bike lanes on county roads, leading to slow progress.

K. Thunes passed groundwater workshop brochure, and invited network members to this July
27 event in New London.

Next SCW meeting set for October 4, 3:00 p.m., place TBA.
Respectfully submitted,

Jim Resick
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Analyzing the Effectiveness of Recycling for Wisconsin Responsible Lnits

University of WisconzIn-Green Eay

Background:
o When Wisoansin Act 235 was enacted (mandatory recyeling], expectation was there

[

wirld he 72 Responsible Lrits [RUs| — one for each caunty. Buk given the strong history
of local govermnment, there actually ended ug belng well oves 1,200 AU i the 1900s.
Today there are just peer 1,000,

WDMA began offerfing Recyeling Efficiancy Inpentive Grants to RUs that demonstrated
consalidaticn [a merger of ae least Z Rus ante a single RUY, or #ntered Into at l2ast one
coaperative agreement with at least one other R in specific efficiancy mtegonies

The preatest suctass In bermse of 8 cooperative agreement far recyling & solid waste
mearkagement is the agreameant betwesn Brown, Dutaganiia and Winnebago counties.

Research project Funded by UW Systemn Solid Wastz Research Program

Using 2007-2020 Annual Recyellng Program &ccomplishments & Ackual Costs Aeport forms
submitted to WDONR which are submiteed by recycl’ng RUSs as the data set

Data cateppries in the report include
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Callectlan methods

Trocession method s

taterals ol rered

‘weights colletted

Actual vecycling costs

Gutreach & wasle reduction effors
Lize of RU

Populatlon density

Used this data set and ather tools such az GI5 o conduct analbysis of reeyelng effleiency

o

A multiple regresclon analyss was wsed to determine which vanablas arg mast
slgniflcant for the efficie nt operation of recycling programs and identify which M5 have
the most efficient recyeling operaticns

Take awrays fraom research:

=}

Inslght into factors influencing performance, which can thon be wsed to mprosve the
effectiveness and afficlency of wisconsin's recycling programs.

Identify sid characterize the best practices of the op performing Rlls

Idantify amy limitatlzns that might be adve rsely impacting the regults of the botton
performing AL

feva llakkillty of researck reparts

=}
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NEW ERA/New North Sustainability Program

Phase I- m

+ Destaibe sustainabiliby prograrms that aonnect Basitess and commubity meources at BEW ERA
ooleges,

+  Desrlbe leading sustainable businesses It the reglon and thetr distactive progeame.

+ Desorlbe public/pdlvate partherships to aceskerate susteinabllity at the regionet kevel, (e, Brown
County, Munidpal Waste Countles Program, Fox Ciies TMA Carbon Reducton Commiments)

= Desgibes community awareness and achon toward sustaimabilty. e LIFE shudies)

=  Desaibe natonal modeds b0 develop sustainable, healthy communities [i.e. EPA's program
"Suslainatle Heakhy Communities Research Progect ™ in Durham, Hoerth Carpling; Dubugue, Towa
Sustaabliity Mastar Plan afd Mebrics, sbe )

Potentlal Qutenrmes:
1. Onlire resourse network with et practees, prosdrarns and evportcs far busiesses and
OOmImLnRies i Now North
2, Search for the esperts’ detabmse
3, sSustmmabliity Endes for ecammunibes

Btiaze 1L E Fonwand Community Moded Allgniment

E Forward Community: Bcanomy, Educatian, Energy and Envlronment program, represeits &
ealabaration of privatafpublic pantners implementing @ Strateglc Susminabillty Fan bulle on e
foundation of sustamnzble best pracices and renewstle enenghes,

Deseribe the E Fanvard Communtty Moded and ks benafils

Identify three commmundtes within East Contrad and Bany-Lake Planning Commission area commited to
plioting the E Farwend Communlby Mesde




Neowork Website Update Report... Jaly 12, 2012 Tak

Statns of webaite refincment 15 as fiallows:

1) The conact izt for sustainebility groups has bee reviewed and conmrested. We
are still fissing a webaite for Oulagarmic County!

2} We have selected Ria, Robin, Lower, snd April as coomymty ydministratars far
website,  We are s1ill missing an editor i Greenville and Outagamic! Dnce we
have names for all, we can then plan a teaining sessionl [ plan to send sign-on’s
1o the new adndnisters on Friday,

3y We have also added Shane, Connie, Kathy 1nd Fessica ue website adminiutery,

4) The map from TC has been placed on the first page. We would Like to reline it to
u zmaller version it that warks so @t dees not fill the space. Jonues? Outzpamic
County is quite big! &

We are alan louking b allow each of the administrators to be able toe add up-dates o the
sonununity calendar, Each person will need to have a Giagle sccount and with recsive
andwvike to-the Gougle site onee T tey - adkd them to the list T you are ok with thig, T
will o this priot 1o sending the sisn-on information to esch of vou The intent here is for
gach of the admins o add fhe board mmeeting dates snd apemdas w well ws other
commumity related activities s they ave planued (Tike the Joint Cet 13" electmonic
recyeling duy in the City and Town of Menasha).

Mote: the traideg sessions for the site can e hold on a Saturday for a weekday PA if we
usk Shane to take a day wFvacation!] What works best far folks? T wopld BlEpesl 1
Saturday AM in the near [uhire,



