
Minutes of Sustainable Communities Network 7/12/12 
 
 
Present:  Jessica Beckendorf, Linda Bartelt, Kim Biederman, Linda Stoll, Catherine Neiswender, 
Laurie Case, Kathy Thunes, Roger Kanitz, Dick Gosse, Geo Dearborn, Olivia Boerschinger, 
April Mielke, Dave Johnson, Jim Resick and Jerry Wittman. 
 
Roger Kanitz reported on website.  Gaps in community websites include only Outagamie 
County at this time.  Recommended contact for Outagamie County is Craig Moser, subject to 
verification.  Roger offered a Saturday morning training on how to upload community information 
to website.  He also circulated hard copy map that will highlight SCN member communities on 
website. 
 
Laurie Case, UW-Green Bay Sustainability and Strategic Planning Coordinator, spoke on a 
current project with City of Neenah.  She reviewed Responsible Unit history and status.  
Research focus is analysis of recycling efficiency, using data sets, GIS, and interviews.  End 
goal is to ID best practices being employed by top performing recycling programs.  Neenah’s 
interest is how to improve its current program, perhaps using new policy or approach. 
 
L. Stoll suggested that UW-GB make speaker available to communities, when/reports complete.  
L. Bartelt suggested a workshop featuring best practices, comparative community models and 
experiences, differences across material types, and opportunities for collaboration across 
communities.  A. Mielke stressed importance of a market-based approach and public education.  
C. Neiswender supported idea of a workshop.  L. Case results will be ready for February 
Wisconsin Integrated Resource Management Council meeting, but results could be ready for an 
October/November regional event; she will inquire on this.  This event could be a platform for 
cooperative action.  The group requested this workshop, by consensus of those present. 
 
Linda Bartelt reported on mission, functions, and activities of Northeast Wisconsin Educational 
Resource Alliance (NEWERA).  Economic Sustainability model has become the “E Forward 
Community Model Alignment” (see attachment).  This effort (Phase II) is hoped to create a 
collaboration around economy, education, energy and environment, on a foundation of best 
practices for sustainability and renewable energies.  The E Forward Community Model will be 
described, along with benefits.  And, 2-3 communities will be identified to work with ECWRPC 
and Bay Lakes RPC in piloting the Model. 
 
A draft graphic model was distributed for review.  A. Mielke reported City of Neenah is 
considering a project with NEWERA to draft a model sustainable community plan.  In response 
to Wittman question, Bartelt responded that NEWERA, UW-Extension and New North all have 
coinciding research interests in common with Oneida Nation, around bio-energy and biomass 
production and marketing. Linda B. also reported that NEWERA is collaborating on creation of 
environmental engineering BS degree and associate degree with focus on soil, water and air.  L. 
Case reported availability of online Master’s degree in Sustainable Management, winter 2013. 
 
R. Gosse asked if SCN is interested in cooperating on plastic bag ban.  Bartelt suggested we 
look at bag conversion/reuse.  R. Kanitz added we can look at same approach with algae in 
area waterways. 
 



Community Sharing Round-robin: 
 
G. Dearborn reported for T. Menasha on: sustainable business network, new zoning ordinance 
featuring flexibility in planning and sustainable building codes; success of farmers market and 
community garden (all plots rented out in 2012). 
 
R. Gosse reported on progress for City of Appleton bike route development, including use of 
people commuting to work.  He also reported that UW-FV solar panels at Communication Arts 
Center will be expanded.  UW-FV also looking at designation as a “tree U,” working with City of 
Menasha. 
 
A. Mielke reported for City of Neenah.  40 kw solar panel array at city garage now operating, will 
be featured at open house.  Farm market expanding, more slots filled this year.  DIY bike repair 
stations are under consideration along trails. Considering joining the DNR Green Tier program, 
as a Legacy charter Community; effort is opposed by Agenda 912 anti-sustainability initiative.  
L. Stoll reported this same group is opposing designation of Fox Heritage Corridor.  April will 
forward some materials about legacy community. 
 
L. Stoll reported for City of Menasha on solid waste program review with eye toward having less 
go to landfill.  Once/mo. v. twice/mo. recycling pickup is being debated, but costs are a 
constraint.  Multi-unit apartment waste (unsorted) is picked up for free, while recyclables of 
businesses are not picked up at all.  A. Mielke will share results of Neenah’s solid waste review 
and program results, upon request.  Menasha completed biking/walking study with eye toward 
identifying barriers to trail development, like route establishment, and walking in general; map 
being developed showing gaps.  Another E-Waste collection program is planned for this fall; 
Neenah and Menasha talked at meeting of having a joint event.  R. Gosse suggested educating 
citizens on how they don’t have to put garbage out every week during cold weather.  A. Mielke 
reported “pair up” program – encouraging neighbors to consolidate waste – hasn’t worked very 
well.  L. Stoll suggested we need cost data on these various practices for communication to 
muni’s in region; focus on how behaviors and best practices can save taxpayers money. 
 
J. Wittman reported for Outagamie County that it will generate and place data on SCW website 
this fall.  Also, County Administration building renovation will meet LEED Silver criteria, but 
county won’t pay to have this verified by USGBC.  D. Johnson reported “push-back” on 
designation of bike lanes on county roads, leading to slow progress. 
 
K. Thunes passed groundwater workshop brochure, and invited network members to this July 
27 event in New London. 
 
Next SCW meeting set for October 4, 3:00 p.m., place TBA. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jim Resick 
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