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City of Menasha
Sustainability Policy

Sustainability has been defined most commonly as “meeting the
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.” The American Planning
Association outlines the following four sustainability principles to
guide communities in implementing sustainable practices:

¢ Reduce dependence upon fossil fuels

e Reduce dependence on chemicals and other manufactured
substances that can accumulate in nature

e Reduce dependence on activities that harm life-sustaining
ecosystems

e Meet the hierarchy of present and future human needs fairly
and efficiently.

As the governing body of the City of Menasha, we recognize our
responsibility to lead the city in accordance with the principles of
sustainability. Using these principles as our guide, we agree to work
towards the following vision for the City of Menasha:

Operations. We provide effective, affordable, sustainable
government operations that meet the needs of the present while
minimizing our negative impact on future generations.

Public Policy. We lead by example and incorporate sustainability
principles into our public policies.

Community. We promote community awareness of sustainability
principles and encourage their application in everyday life by our
citizens, businesses, and institutions.
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Key Sustainability Goals

Build a sustainable community that fosters a growing local
economy, affordable housing, healthy living, balanced
transportation, civic engagement, recreational opportunities,
environmental and public amenities, and cultural diversity.
Promote a mix of land uses that incorporate sustainability
principles and best practices.

Create a dynamic, resilient, and balanced economy that
encourages local entrepreneurship and sustainable business
practices.

Foster local energy production, renewable energy sources,
and energy conservation and efficiency.

Protect and conserve our eco-system and natural resources
and reduce pollution.

Promote local food production, sales, and consumption while
reducing food related waste.

Provide sustainable, cost-effective services that meet the
needs of our citizens, businesses, and institutions while
minimizing negative impact on future generations.

Provide a range of integrated transportation systems that
minimize negative impacts on the community, economy, and
environment and enhance local and regional mobility and
connectivity.

Reduce the overall quantity of waste produced by increasing
recycling rates, reducing waste entering landfills, and
promoting consumer product awareness.



2011-2012 Sustainability Work Plan

1. Operations. The City of Menasha provides sustainable, cost-effective
government services that meet the needs of the present while minimizing
our negative impact on future generations.

A. Energy
e Finalize detailed energy consumption baseline study and create

recommendations for change based on results.

B. Environment
e Inventory vegetation management practices of city owned

properties and identify opportunities for reduced maintenance
inputs.

e Inventory city owned properties and evaluate opportunities to
reduce impervious surfaces.

C. Government
e Reconfigure the Sustainability Board and establish internal task-

driven “sustainability teams.”

e Establish set of community sustainability indicators and finalize
comprehensive baseline study.

¢ Finalize procurement policy.

e Begin review of existing zoning ordinances for sustainability
principles.

D. Transportation
e Develop detailed transportation baseline study and create

recommendations based on results.

E. Waste
e Evaluate monthly recycling collection services.

2. Public Policy. The City of Menasha leads by example and incorporates
sustainability principles into its public policies.

A. Environment
e Review and recommended revisions to weed ordinance to allow

for prairie and native plantings.
e Develop program for residential stormwater credit or incentive.
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e Develop passive stormwater management facilities at Fire
Station 36 as a demonstration project.

Food Systems
e Review ordinances pertaining to agricultural uses in residential

zoning districts and recommend revisions as heeded.
e Continue Farm Fresh Market.

Transportation
e Promote adoption of complete streets policy.

e Partner with local residents and/or existing organizations to
expand pedestrian/bicycling infrastructure.

Waste
e Offer a community e-waste recycling event.

Community. The City of Menasha promotes awareness of sustainability

principles and encourages their application in everyday life by its
residents, businesses, and institutions.

A.
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Community
¢ Offer educational materials via handouts, newsletter and

website articles, and participation at community events and
expos.

e Support area and regional sustainability efforts such as ECOS,
Sustainable Fox Valley, and similar organizations.

Environment
e Support activities of the Northeast Wisconsin Stormwater

Consortium.

Food Systems
e Support activities of the Community Garden Partnership and

local community gardens.
e Promote the Farm Fresh Market.

Waste
e Promote home composting of yard waste.



