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Kristin Sewall

From: Kaniiz, Roger [Roger.Kanitz@kcec.com]

Sent:  Thursday, March 11, 2010 2:11 PM

To: linda.stoli@uwsp.edu

Cc: ‘Sadie Schroaeder-Work'; Greg M. Keil; Kristin Sewall
Subject: Fruit Tree Planting Option

Paul Burden returned yesterday and provided me with the attached article from USA Today {March ch)
on a potential variation of the community garden theme as part of our sustainability efforts. Pictures
are from Madison!

He would like to convey it to the Menasha Sustainability board as it matches the native planting interest
hightight in the back-casting session we did. It aiso reflects an aspect of gardening that | personally had
over-looked.

Paul offered that this type of program could aiso be developed in conjunction with local food pantries,
or wine making clubs, or pie making festivals or as just free food for the public. Open public areas could
be populated with trees in groupings.

He also mentioned that there could be a twist where trees are planted by out of work folks as a jobs
stimulus type activity on behalf of the city. Work related to pianting and caring for the trees, or for
converting its fruit into a food forms, might be a job source for enterprising individuals without the “free
land” of our fore-fathers had as resource.

We have to give him credit as he keeps thinking about us!

Thanks... Roger

This e-mail is intended for the use of the addressee(s) only and
privileged, confidential, or proprietary information that is exen
disclosure under law. If you have received this message in error,
promptly by reply e-mail, then delete the e-mail and destroy any
Thank you.

3/12/2010
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City dig: Barbara Feeney and Frank Iitis gﬁanr & fruittree at Jessica Bullen Grehard and Quiet Garden in Madison, Wis, -

More urbanites have
their pick of fresh fruit

As free public
orchards crop up
in cities, lessons in
sustamabﬂ:ty and
charity spread

By Ben fomes
URATODAY

ast fall, Eric Alperin, a San Fran-
cisco artist, heard about black-
berries, plems and loguats
gmvmg an public property in

bis city and free for the picking,
Armed with bags and a pole device
for pieking fruit feom tall branches, Al-

perm ant his wife went foragi

"It was great,” he said. “We ;alcked
a5 nuch as we csu.id carry and had
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Idea takes root: David Silier
mount Park in Philadelphia, 2

2B0E 3oty by Larinee Kisbepis s T PRGNS e e

plants a tree at Wouodford Mansion in East S
City where public orchards are more commor,
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As free public
orchards crop up
in cities, lessons i
sustainability and
charity spread

By Ben Jopes
USATODAY

ast fall, Eric Alperin, a San Frar-

cisco ertist, heard about black-
berrles, plums and logquats
growing on public property in
tiis city and free for the picking.
Arrned with bags and a pole device
for picking fruit from tall branches, Al
perin and his wife went foraging.
“it was great,” he sald, "W picked
a5 muich as we could carry and had
peautiful, fresh, free city fruit” Al-

perin said. Vil definitely g0 {picking)

again.” Frult-picking opportunities
fike that are becorning more COMITION,
a8 yolunteers in cifies inchading Bos-
ton, Detroi, Philadelphia and Madi-
son, Wis., mobilize behind a goal of
planting fruit trees on public land in
city parks and neighberhoods.

“This s part
been an explosion in interest in locally
grown and orgamic foed.” said janet
Parker, & foundmg member of 2 group
calied Madison Frais and Nuts, °1
think -we're coming 1o redlize mose
and more that it doesn’t-make any
sense, at this late date with climate
change being what it is, to CCuck in $0
such of ous food from California, in
the cases of apples, semetimes New
Zedand:”

Free fruit aso &5 avallable for pick-
ing in season un public land 3 Chi-
cago, San Francisco, AT, Minne-
apols and New York, according to
neighborhoodfruit.com, a sife that
helps people track down avallable
frumt.

Parker works with other volunteers
v adel fruit trees to parks i har Wis-
consin city; which has & popuiation of
27,700, The group wants o initially
plant trees in four parks ang awaits
ity appeoval.

it seaks fanding fiom 3 Cafifornia-
based nonprofit, the Fruit Tree Plant-
ing Foundation, wirich helps estailish
fruit. trees at parks and schocls, Cem

of what's obviously
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fdea takes root: David Sifier plants a tree ar Woodford Mansion in East Fair-
moun: Park in Philadetphia, a city whete public orchards are more COMMOn.

recir, said fridt trees in parks are (0T
niewy, but there's been “recent (aove-
iment toward getting more trees inte
city parks, more free nutritien into
city parls as well”

Aln said that in the past year, his
greup has been inundated with fund-
ing requests from cities and counties

it; California, Nevada, Georgia, Wyo-

ming, Florida, Arizona ang Vermont,

The group will make fonding deci-
" gions on these projects this yeat

Since 2005, the undation has pro-
vided trees and advice Lo planting
projectsinn 20 states, Akin said

“It's & gotd way it get the-commu-
riiry mobilized. it's a good way to get
everybody tn leatn about sustainabil-
ity, about environsmental stewardship
arid about botany,” he said. “Our goal
is ro strategicaliy donate and plant
Frunr beep orehards o areas where the
harvest most benefits communtties.”

Alin said that in some ties,
groups glean fruit from urban or-
chards and denate the produce 1o
food pantries.

That's the plan for some of the froit
in urhan orcleards i Philadeiphia
Sipce 3007, a group called tha Phila-
delpfia Orchard Project has lielped
estabiish 17 urban erchards i the
city, inchading four on schoul propecty
atd one at a public pade Other or-
chards are planted on land owoed by
noer-profit groups,

Orcharg director Phil Forsyeh <asd
volunteers have plamted abow 206

Akin, the foundation's executive die  UPRS

“They are ail over the city, generally
i low-incorme neighborhoods,” he
said, “Community food. security i
part of our mission, 50 we partner
with groups where the orchard will
benefir people who would otherwise
tiave frmited access to fresh produce.”

{reating a public orchard invoives a
iot Tore Than stickiog trees in the
ground,

{aura Whitmare, community rela-
tiong covreinator for Madisan's parks
division, said people who want to
plant fruft trees @ her cy's parks
st pay for the trees and do the
work, First they must submit & plart-
ing, harvesting and maintenance olan
ahd get city approval, She said the
park rmst be appropriate for fruit
trees, “We wouldn't be putting them
in a soccer field,” she said.

People Iooking for some free fruil
can go to neighborhoodfruit.cam,
which maps the lecation of it trees
gn private and public land that are
apen for picking.

The site Hists tore than 10,000 fruilt
and nut trees in 25 citles, On Jan. L
laignched a 99-cent (Phose applica-
fion that helps people track down
rrees close %o therr locations.

“WeTe anticipating, as spring gets
longer end a5 we get IO sumImen
thete's going fo be & ot of Interest it
it,” said Kaytea Pers, co-founder of
the site,

Jones reports for e Post-Crescent in
Appleron, Wis,
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