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The Mayor’s Corner                                           
The shine is back on Menasha and it’s time to celebrate! Take a look around 
and you’ll see the results of years of effort on the part of many, many people 
determined to share what we always knew were great opportunities right here 
in our community. Now we’re watching an array of projects come to life all over 
the City of Menasha as properties are purchased with an eye toward the future 
and development accelerates. 
 

It wasn't long ago that not much was happening here; now people around the 
Fox Valley are asking, “What's happening in Menasha?”  There is building 
going on everywhere! 
 

We have a lot to celebrate. At the heart of our city the massive renovation of 
Menasha High School is complete and exceeding expectations. The beautiful 
new Boys and Girls Club of Menasha opened over the summer, and will serve 
our kids well for years to come. A new focal point is rising in the center of our 
downtown as the headquarters of Faith Technologies. It has ignited growth, 
with new businesses nearby and expansions of existing businesses. On the 
east side we welcome the new Oak Park Place senior living facility, while to the 
north Kwik Trip and an expansion of Fox Village student housing are under 
construction. These are only a few of the projects underway or completed in the 
past year. 
 

We continue to develop a long term vision to maintain and enhance what 
brought us here in the first place: the water. We’ve made expanded access to 
the waterfront a priority as showcased by the new river walk on the former 
Gilbert Paper site and Loop the Lake trail. Enhancements to our parks include 
a full upgrade of Koslo Field worthy of our champion teams that play there. 
Coming next summer Woodlands Park, in our growing east side neighborhood, 
will have playground equipment installed. 
 

We've celebrated all summer long with events at Jefferson Park including our 
first Communityfest fireworks show from the water, Jazzfest, and SeafoodFest. 
We've enjoyed the Farm Fresh Market downtown, as well as three parades and 
Fox Valley Kids Day. The fun will continue with fun events like FirstEve, 
Hometown Halloween, and the Holiday Hay Ride. 
 

Menasha is on the upswing because of all the efforts of the many people 
committed to promote and celebrate why we love it here. Let’s keep the 
momentum going and continue working together for our great community. 

                                                        
                                                            

                                                                                  

   Handy Contact       
   Information 
 

    City Hall 
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  M-F 
920-967-3600 

 

    Public Works Facility 
7:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  M-F 
920-967-3620 

 

    Police 
Open 24 hours Daily 
920-967-3500 

 

    NM Fire Rescue 
Open 24 hours Daily 
920-886-6200 

 

    Menasha Public Library 
    8:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.  M-TH 

8:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Fri 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Sat 
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Sun 
920-967-3690 

 

    Menasha Utilities 
7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. M-F 
920-967-3400 

 

    Menasha Health Dept 
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. M-F 
920-967-3520 

 
Airing of Common Council 

Meetings 
 

City of Menasha 
Administration Committee, 
Board of Public Works and 

Common Council meetings are 
aired on Time Warner Access 
Channel 2  and ATT U-Verse 

Channel 99  
on Thursdays starting at  

8:30 p.m. 
All broadcasts can be viewed 

on the City of Menasha website 
under the Agendas,  

Minutes and Televised 

Meetings link. 



 
 
 

Lake House Supper Club    
124 Main St.  
 

 
Studio R – A Designer’s Chair, 
Beauty Lounge, and Barbering 
163 Main Street  

 

 
Press Start Games  
1440 S. Oneida Street 

 
 
Star Anise Restaurant   
14 Tayco Street  

 
 
Modify Hair Studio 
230 Main Street 

 
 
Creative Touch Designs 
68 Racine Street  
 
13 Main 
13 Main Street 

 
 
United Way Dental Clinic 

 

If you do not have dental insurance and 

your child qualifies for the free or reduced 

hot lunch or breakfast program, you may 

qualify for funding for your child’s dental treatment if 

your child has cavities. 
 

This program is for children enrolled in the 

Menasha Schools grade preschool through grade 

12. For more information, call Loretta at the 

Menasha Health Department at 967-3520. 
 

This program is not for clients with the State 

Medical Assistance Insurance. 

 
Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue 
 
Did you know Neenah-Menasha Fire 

Rescue is responsible for making 

sure all UST (underground storage tanks) and AST 

(above ground storage tanks) are installed and/or 

removed safely within the Cities of Menasha and 

Neenah? 
 

We perform annual inspections for all non-retail 

UST/AST tanks in both Cities, while the State of 

Wisconsin is responsible for all retail UST/AST 

tanks.   We must adhere to the State of Wisconsin 

statutes/codes to ensure environmental and fire 

safety. The inspection process includes leak 

detection, corrosion control and fire safety of all 

tanks.  Below is a picture of tanks being installed at 

the new Kwik Trip in the City of Menasha. 

 

 
 

 
 

Loop the Little Lake 

Trestle Project 

In April 2013, plans were 

announced for an upcoming 

project called Navigate 

Neenah-Menasha.   
 

The overall project includes: two new trestle 

bridges to close the Lower Little Lake Butte des 

Morts loop, pedestrian way finding signage, fishing 

facilities, and trail connections. Funding will come 

from grants, fundraising, and partnership from the 

municipalities. Donate securely online at 

www.neenah.org.  

 

The positive impact of bridging communities will be 

a great legacy for you to leave for generations to 

come. 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://donmerkes.blogspot.com/2012/10/neenah-menasha-fire-rescue-purchases.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=l8L0U96JNon2yQSIjoC4Cw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNHAel-oZUuxXuLZmJkYT95CM99B4Q
http://www.neenah.org/


On the Beat… 
Updates from the 

Police Department 
   

Hidy-Ho, Neighbor 
 
Neighbor: a person who lives 

near to or next to another 

person. 

Neighborhood:  district or          

locality, often with reference to   

its character or inhabitants. 
 

The definitions above simply define what a 

neighbor and neighborhood is. But we all know that 

there are a lot of intricate pieces that make up “a 

neighborhood”. Sure it is the people living there, the 

geographical area that you define (the street, the 

block, the houses by the park, etc…) but there is 

more. It’s the way the people in the neighborhood 

act and treat one another.  
 

Once in a while something goes wrong. Perhaps it 

is nothing major but something annoying, 

something that gets on the nerves of those in the 

vicinity. In other words, a neighbor is not being 

neighborly. Most people know how to be good 

neighbors; however it doesn’t hurt to review what 

the rules are. The rules that are in place are often a 

result of past “neighborhood issues” that needed 

help being resolved. The police department, 

elected officials, and community members, 

wholeheartedly hope that neighbors can talk and 

work things out when needed. Here are a few 

reminders regarding common issues that pop-up in 

neighborhoods. 
 

Noise: While it holds true that any level of noise, at 

any time of day, can be considered annoying by 

others, we ask that people are tolerant of regular 

activity during regular hours (mid-day lawn mowing, 

kids playing outside, a little music during the 

evening BBQ). After 10:00 PM, if the radio, voices, 

or other loud or unnecessary noise can be heard at 

the property line, it is considered “loud and 

unnecessary” and a warning or summons can be 

issued. It is also required that construction tools, 

lawn mowers, or other power equipment not be 

used until after 7:00 AM and cease by 10:00 PM.  
 

Property Condition: People work hard to buy a 

home or pay their rent and are entitled to live in a 

neighborhood where pride is taken in how the 

properties in the neighborhood are maintained. 

Nobody is asking that your property looks like the 

cover of a landscaping magazine but there are 

certain things that must be done. 

 * Grass needs to be cut regularly and is not 

to exceed 8” in height. 

 * Junk, to include: (wood, rocks, appliances, 

tires, trash, or other unsightly debris) is not to be    

stored on the property unless properly housed and 

kept from public view. 

 * Vehicles parked outside must be currently 

registered and in road-worthy condition. Vehicles     

parked on the driveway must have all tires on the 

paved surface (vehicle may not have any part on 

the front lawn). 

 * The exterior of every structure or 

accessory structure, including fences, shall be 

maintained in good repair with no excessive peeling 

paint, crumbling brick, or loose shingles. 
 

Animals: Pets are amazing companions and with 

these family members comes other responsibilities.  

Animals are not allowed to run at-large. Pets must 

be under the owner’s control at all times, or on a 

leash, or fenced-in. Barking dogs that habitually 

disturb the neighbors will generate warnings to the 

owner and summonses if the barking continues. 

Animal feces must be cleaned up and not allowed 

to sit, especially on public sidewalks and streets. All 

dogs and cats must be licensed. 
 

Be kind to your neighbor, maintain your home, and 

love and control your pets. Be neighborly!!!! 

                       

 



                                                             

     Election Information 
 

2016 ELECTION DATES 

February 16, 2016 – Spring Primary (if needed) 

April 5, 2016 – Spring Election &  

Presidential Preference Vote 

August 9, 2016 – Partisan Primary 

November 8, 2016 – General and Presidential Election 

 

IMPORTANT POLLING PLACE CHANGE: 

Effective the first election in 2016 the polling place 

for Aldermanic Districts 3 & 4 has been switched to 

the Boys and Girls Club of Menasha from Banta 

School Administration Building. The address of the 

Boys and Girl Club of Menasha is 600 Racine 

Street.   

 

Also effective with the first election in 2016 all 

voters must show a photo ID in order to receive a 

ballot and vote. Some forms of acceptable photo ID 

would be a Wisconsin DOT-issued driver license, 

even if driving privileges are revoked or suspended, 

a Wisconsin DOT-issued identification card, a 

Military ID card issued by a U.S. uniformed service, 

or a U.S. passport. These documents may not have 

expired earlier than the date of the last November 

election. An acceptable photo ID is not required to 

have a current address.  To learn more about photo 

ID and other recent changes or about getting a free 

Wisconsin ID card, please visit the City of Menasha 

website at http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov or 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation website at 
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/drivers/drivers/apply/idcard.htm   

Information is also available in the Clerk’s office.  

 

All voters must be registered on or before Election 

Day in order to vote. If you have voted in the City of 

Menasha in the past four years and reside at the 

same address, you are currently registered. If you 

have moved, even within the City of Menasha, you 

must register with your new Menasha address. If 

you are unsure if you are registered, you can 

contact the Clerk’s Office at 967-3608 during 

normal business hours, Monday-Friday, 8AM-4PM 

or you can e-mail, dgaleazz@ci.menasha.wi.us or 

sstrauss@ci.menasha.wi.us 

 

 

You can register by mail up to 20 days before the 

election or in the Clerk’s Office during regular 

business hours up to the Friday before the election, 

or on Election Day at the polling places. If you 

decide to register on Election Day at the polling 

place, allow extra time as there can be a wait on a 

busy election. Any way you register, you’ll need to 

provide a driver license number if you hold a valid 

Wisconsin driver license. If you do not hold a valid 

Wisconsin driver license, you’ll need to provide the 

last four digits of your Social Security Number. You 

must also provide proof that you are a resident of 

the City of Menasha for at least 28 days before the 

election. Acceptable forms of proof-of-residence 

needs to contain your complete name and 

Menasha address such as your driver license, 

Wisconsin ID card, real estate tax bill, utility bill, 

bank statement, pay check.  

 

CITY OF MENASHA POLLING PLACES: 

 

Districts 1 & 2 - Menasha Senior Center,  

                          116 Main Street 

Districts 3 & 4 - Boys and Girls Club of Menasha, 

                          600 Racine Street ***NEW***   

District 6 -         Jefferson School, 105 Ice Street  

Districts 5 & 7 - Clovis Grove School, 974 9th Street  

District 8 -         Heckrodt Wetland Reserve,  

                         1305 Plank Road  

 

If you are unsure which polling place you vote at, 

contact the Clerk’s Office during regular business 

hours or the Clerk’s Webpage on the City Website. 

Offices up for election in April 2016 for the City of 

Menasha will be Aldermanic Districts 2, 4, 6, 8 and 

the Mayor.  Aldermen serve a two year term and 

the Mayor serves a four year term. Information 

concerning aldermanic district boundaries may be 

obtained from the Clerk’s office. If you are 

interested in being a candidate for office you can 

contact the Clerk’s office for the nomination papers. 

The first day to circulate nomination papers is 

December 1, 2015 and the final day for filing 

nomination papers in the Clerk’s office is January 5, 

2016.  

 

Please check the City Website for more election 

information.  

 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.bancf.com/getoutthevote.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=aILzU7b-BcLqoASPt4HYBw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNFGopHSpz3QQFNTkvQc-g5EdaisrA
http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/drivers/drivers/apply/idcard.htm
mailto:dgaleazz@ci.menasha.wi.us
mailto:sstrauss@ci.menasha.wi.us


Watch For These Events 
at Our Library! 

For Children and Adults. 
Elisha D. Smith Public Library 

440 1
st
 St. 

(920) 967-3690 
MenashaLibrary.org 

 

                                                                                            
Catch a Dragon by     

the Tale 

                                                
Fall Reading Club begins 

September 1 
 

Don’t miss the many other 
programs in the Menasha 

                          Library Children’s Room. 
 

 
 

What’s It Worth? 
 

Antique expert and appraiser 

Mark Moran from the PBS 

Antiques Roadshow will be at the Elisha D. Smith 

Public Library to appraise your antiques and 

collectibles on Saturday, December 12 from     

12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Moran bought and sold 

antiques for more than 30 years, specializing in 

vintage folk art, Americana, and fine art. He has 

been active as an appraiser of antiques and fine art 

for more than 20 years.   

Advance registration is required by calling 

967-3690.   Space is limited.  Come as a spectator 

and learn all about the science and craft of 

appraising antiques.   

 

Early Literacy iPad Kits Available in Menasha 

Public Library Children's Department 
 

The Menasha Library is 

now checking out Early 

Literacy iPad Kits for use 

in the Children’s Room.  

The kits feature an iPad mini loaded with high 

quality apps designed to develop early literacy skills 

in children related to reading, writing, singing and 

playing. To find out more about this new service, 

visit the Menasha Library Children's Room.   

 

Fur, Feathers and 

Fidelity:  Military 

Mascots 

The Elisha D. Smith Public Library will be hosting a 

traveling exhibit, “Fur, Feathers and Fidelity:  

Military Mascots”, from the Wisconsin Veterans 

Museum from November 2 through November 29.  

The exhibit features photos and information about 

the military mascots that performed an important 

service in the military.  Whether a lion, monkey or 

dog, military mascots were a source of pride and 

morale for troops.  The pop up banner display 

presents a variety of mascots dating back to the 

Civil War, showing the humane side of military 

service and engaging animal lovers of all ages. 

The exhibit is funded in part by the Wisconsin 

Humanities Council with funds from the National 

Endowment for the Humanities.  The Wisconsin 

Veterans Museum is an educational activity of the 

Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs.  

The library will also host a Veteran’s Day Memorial 

Service on Wednesday, November 11 at 11:00am 

in the Company E Room.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Keep in touch by visiting the 

Mayor’s Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/MayorMerkes 

 
       

Remember…..             

 
 
*Snow must be cleared from sidewalks within   
  24 hours of the snowfall. 
 
*If there is a fire hydrant on your property,  
  please clear the snow away from the  
  hydrant.  
 
*No parking on streets between 2:00 a.m. 
  and 6:00 a.m. November 1 – March 31. 
 

 



Hometown Halloween 
Trick or Treat! 

Downtown Menasha 
Thursday, October 29 

4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

     Free Family Event 
                                                                                 

 

 

 
 

 
Recycling Event set for October 3rd 

 
The City of Menasha Sustainability 

Committee’s Electronic Recycling Event 

on Saturday, October 3, 2015 will be 

held at the Menasha Utilities facility from 8am – 

Noon.  Most items are free to recycle, others have 

nominal fees. Visit our website at 

www.menashautilities.com for details on items that 

will be accepted.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Menasha Utilities Hosts 

Annual Public Power Week 

Celebration 

October 7, 2015 

Join Menasha Utilities’ at the 

annual Public Power Week 

event highlighting the benefits 

that “public power” brings to customers, the City of 

Menasha, and the utility.  Public power refers to the 

fact that Menasha owns and operates the not-for-

profit utility to provide safe, reliable electricity to 

homes and businesses. Menasha Utilities 

customers are encouraged to attend the Public 

Power Week Event on October 7 from 11:00 a.m. – 

4:30 p.m. at Menasha Utilities, 321 Milwaukee 

Street.   Event includes interactive and educational 

displays, prizes, light refreshments, FREE energy 

conservation giveaway and more. Visit our website 

for details.          

 

Project Share Fund Helps Local Community 

For more than 25 years people in our community 

have given generously to the PROJECT SHARE 

FUND in order to help other people in Menasha 

who are experiencing financial difficulties and have 

no other alternative available for meeting their 

energy bills.  The money donated helps real 

people; a neighbor, a friend or another family in our 

community. Project Share Funds contributions are 

tax deductible.  

 

       Looking for Help with Winter Energy Costs? 

Winter was harsh last year and hopefully we don’t 

experience anything like it for a long time.  To 

prepare for winter, consider weatherizing your 

home with insulation rebates or the Home 

Performance with Energy Star program offered 

through Focus on Energy.  If you are considering a 

new furnace, check with Focus on Energy for 

available rebates before you purchase.   

Call 800-762-7077 or visit www.focusonenergy.com 

for details. 

 

For income eligible residents WI Energy 

Assistance can help with high winter bills. 

Call 866-432-8947 to apply. 

 

 

City Wide 

Trick or Treat Hours 

 

Saturday, October 31
st 

4:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

Rebates are Popular and Still Available 

New Energy Star Appliance Rebate Program 
 

Visit www.menashautilities.com for details on the 

events, efficiency programs or to download the 

rebate applications.   

 

http://www.menashautilities.com/
http://www.focusonenergy.com/
http://www.menashautilities.com/


 

 

FALL & WINTER TIPS FOR HEALTHY  

LAKES & RIVERS (Courtesy of NEWSC.org) 

 

Fall Leaf Clean-Up - Cleaning up your yard in the 

fall properly will help keep our local waters clean 

too! Working together to keep leaves out of the 

storm drain and out of local waters will help keep 

green on the land and out of the water. 

 

Keep Your Leaves on Your Property- A great 

way to make sure leaves do not end up in local 

waters is to keep them on your property! Mulch 

leaves in place by making several passes over the 

leaves with a mulching mower.  This will keep 

leaves on your lawn and provide it with nutrients it 

needs for healthy grass next spring. Collect leaves 

and spread them in garden beds or under shrubs.  

Here leaves provide valuable protection for plants 

through the winter. 
 

Raking & Collection - If you decide to collect your 

leaves for removal from your yard, follow the City's 

pickup schedule as contained within the "In The 

Works" section of this newsletter.  Put a tarp over 

leaf piles between pick-up times to prevent them 

from blowing away.  Remove leaves and debris 

from the gutters and storm sewer outlets.  
 

          
 

Limit the Amount of Sand You Use - Sand 

provides traction.  It does not melt ice.  Sand, 

although not chemical, contributes to polluting our 

local waters.  It adds to the excess sediment that is 

entering waterways, eliminating important habitat 

for aquatic plants and animals.  Sand does play a 

role in winter road management.  It often used by 

municipalities on roads to help maintain traction.  

Since ice removal is typically the concern of 

homeowners, sand may not be necessary.  

  
                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

WINTER TIPS FOR HEALTHY LAKES & RIVERS 

(Courtesy of NEWSC.org) 

 

Winter Ice & Snow Management - Winter in Menasha 

is a great time for outdoor fun, like ice fishing, ice 

skating, sledding and skiing.  Here, winter also means 

mountains of snow to shovel and layers of ice to 

remove from driveways and sidewalks.  We often try to 

make ice removal easier by using products like salt and 

sand to melt the snow and ice.  Many people do not 

realize that these products are harming local waters 

and the animals that rely on them.  When the ice and 

snow melt, the salt and chemicals flow into street 

drains that lead directly to the Fox River and Little Lake 

Buttes des Morts and Lake Winnebago.   

 

Shovel Often and Early - Shoveling often during and 

immediately following the storm removes the snow 

from walkways and driveways before it gets packed 

down by tires and feet.  The most important part of 

deicing is removing as much snow as possible before 

applying salt or sand - it’s also great exercise! 

 

Make the Most of the Salt You Use - It is not always 

necessary to see bare pavement to have a safe winter 

surface.  Ask yourself if it is necessary that the snow or 

ice be removed.  For salt to be effective, air 

temperature needs to be warmer than the surface 

temperature of the area you want to treat.  A little goes 

a long way.  Use only the recommended amount.  

Throwing down more salt will not speed up the melting 

process.  Use only enough deicer to break the bond 

between the ice and the pavement, and then remove 

the remaining slush by shoveling. 

 

 

Keep in touch by visiting the 
Mayor’s facebook page 
www.facebook.com/MayorMerkes 

 

 



City of Menasha           
140 Main Street 
Menasha, WI 54952 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Recycling Event! 
Computers – Electronics - Appliances – Lamps – Household Items 

 

 Saturday, October 3      Located at Menasha Utilities     8:00 a.m. to Noon               
       321 Milwaukee St.   Menasha 

                    
The event is held indoors. People will be available to help unload the items. 

 

Items that are recycled for FREE 
CPU’s - Printers - Speakers - Scanners - Fax Machines - Vacuum Cleaners - Phones - Laptops - VCR’s 
Record Players - Tape Players - CD Players - I-pods - DVD Players - Beta Tape Players - Calculators 
Electrical Saws - Drills - UPS’s - Paper Shredders - Coffee Machines - Portable Game systems – Heaters  
Most Household Electronics – Plastic Bags – Up to 1 Gallon of Household Batteries 
 

Electronics with recycling charges 
Monitors: $20 to $40 Each       Stoves/Washer/Dryers: $25 Each 
Televisions (Call for quote): $20 to $60 Each  Microwaves: $15 Each 
Mini Fridges / Small AC Units: $20 Each  Hard Drive Destruction: $10 Each 
Dehumidifiers: $20 Each 

             

Items for donation to St. Vincent de Paul 
Clothing  Shoes    
Housewares  Books 
Jewelry  Toys  
Small furniture  Sporting goods 
 
Hosted by: City of Menasha Sustainability Board. 
 
 

Donation Area for St. Vincent de Paul – Clothing – Reusable Household Items 
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