R-17-14
SUPPORTING A COUNTY FUNDED DOG PARK IN NORTHERN WINNEBAGO COUNTY

Introduced by Alderman Taylor

WHEREAS, dog parks bring benefits not only to dogs and their owners, but also to entire
communities by promoting responsible dog ownership and creating bonds among park users
and other dog lovers; and,

WHEREAS, dog parks are increasing in popularity around the country; and,
WHEREAS, there are nearly 1000 licensed dogs in the City of Menasha; and,

WHEREAS, there has been considerable citizen interest in establishing a dog park in Northern
Winnebago County; and,

WHEREAS, Winnebago County owns and operates a dog park in the Southern part of the county
and it is expected that Winnebago County would operate the Northern facility in the same
manner without financial or operational assistance from the City of Menasha; and,

WHEREAS, one-third of the population of Winnebago County lives in the northern portion of
the county without convenient access to the current facility even though they provide a major
portion of the tax base that funds the current park; and,

WHEREAS, the Friends of Winnebago County Dog Parks has identified an available site in the
Town of Neenah which would effectively serve the Northern population of Winnebago County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE {T RESOLVED, that the City of Menasha Common Council offers its moral
support to the citizen effort to establish a dog park in Northern Winnebago County owned and
operated by the County.

Passed and approved this 16" day of June, 2014.

Donald Merkes, Mayor

ATTEST:
Deborah A. Galeazzi, City Clerk
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Donation of Winnebago County land sought for New Dog Park

After years of attempting to secure land for an additional dog park in
Winnebago County in response to an ever growing need, an Exploratory Sub
Committee (E.S.C.), led by Neenah residents Kathy Casperson, Sandy
LeMoine, and Lort Baldauf, for Friends of Winnebago County Dog Parks,
Inc. 1s turning to the public for help!

The overuse of the popular dog parks in south Winnebago and Outagamie
Counties and their significant increase in usage underscores the need for an
additional park situated somewhere between those parks. Over 100,000
visitors and their canine friends visited the smaller dog park last year.

Giving our dogs a place to exercise and socialize makes them happier,
healthier, and usually better behaved. Owners also benefit from the exercise,
and many do not have enough yard space to accommodate their dogs’ daily
activity needs. Walks help, but the freedom a fenced-in dog park offers is
hard to match. '

The major hurdle: Winnebago County does not have the funds to procure
the 10 — 15 minimum acreage threough purchase or lease. After land is
approved and secured, at least an additional $100,000 will be needed to get
the park up and running. Volunteers will be utilized to manage the park. A
possible fee structure could be considered to help with future expenses.

To date, over 20 possible land sites have been visited without a viable
solution, We now turn to the public and hope for a giving individual or
organization to make a land donation or donate financially to provide an
avenue for purchasing or leasing property.

Dog parks are used daily and year round and visited at a higher rate than
local recreational parks. The need is there. Similar to the recent donation of
a local golf course, citizens can make a substantial positive impact on our
community, both humanely and financially for the surrounding area.

If you or anyone you know might be interested in a donation of property or
funding for the new Wimnnebago County Dog Park, please contact Kathy
Casperson, Chairperson of the Exploratory Sub Commiitee for the
Friends of Winnebago County Dog Parks (920-727-4536) or Lori
Baldauf, Secretary to the E.S.C,, (920-306-1170)
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Group makes plea for new Winnebago County dog park

Vditten by Holly teyer Post-Crescent Media
May 31 postcrescent.com

How to donate

i you have property or money

to donate for a new Winnebago County Dog Parlk, contact Kathy Casperson at 920-727-4536 or Lori Baldauf at 920-306-1170.
Supporters of a longstanding effort to bring another dog park to the Fox Cities are looking for help

from the community,

The group Friends of Winnebago County Dog Parks is making a public appeal to anyone who could donate fand or money to buy or
lease at least 10 acres in northern Winnebago County, said Kathy Casperson, chair of a newly formed exploratory subcommittee.

“Some people think there's a {dog) park that's going to happen, and there ist. And, we have zero funds to get this off the ground
and unless we can actually get & denation of land or a donation in monstary form to either purchase or lease land, this is not going
to happen,” Casperson said.

For mare than & decade, the group and the county have tried to find a spot for a second park, preferably between the Outagamie
County dog patk in Grand Chute and the Winnebago County dog park in Oshkosh, They've looked at more than 20 sites, but
nothirg has worked out,

“They're overflowing with visitors and so pecple have been saying, ‘Hey, we need another park to balance out the popuiation that's
attending,” Casperson said, “We're trying fo find a site, if possible, between the two"

While the park would be incorperated into the county's park system
, Winnebago County doesn't have the money to purchase or lease land, said Rob Way, Winnebago County Parks director,
“With the limited amount of funding that could go into this, it's not an easy

task to come across properties that are going to be more or less donated and fit the biil for what a dog park needs to consist of,”
Way said.

The park nseds to be at least 10 acres and fairly cleat of wetlands, he said.

In 2000, the county formed & committee that spent about a year looking for a dog pari location. It examined about 15 properties with
no sLCCess

, Way said.

Since then, & second dog park has been on the depariment’s project fist and staff members periodically evaluate sites. Way said the
staff is now looking at a potential

undisclosed location.

The new eight-person subcommittee was created after a recent community forum on the topic, and is made up of Neenah and Town
of Menasha residents. Gasperson said attendees spoke up with new suggestions for securing tand that hadn't previously been tried.

I addition to batter marketing

the project, the subcommittee will revisit the top three previously examined properties to see if they are now viable options,
Casperson said.

If the subcommittee finds a site, it will notify the parks department, which would then discuss the maiter with the property owner,
Way said,

With the project's history, subtommittee members are realistic. They've given themselves six months to get something rofling and
an additicnal six manths if they find some momentum, Casperson said.

- Holly Meyer: $20.983-1000, ext. 426, or hmeyer@postcrescent.com; on Twitter @HollyAMeyer

http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbes.dil/article? ATD=2014305230354&nclick_check=1 6/1/2014






