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The band made encugh money to purchase new
instruments for ali members, sheet music, constructed,
painted and installed lights on the music stands and even
got paid with excess money. They played together through
the summer of 1948 when most of the members graduated
and went off to college. Much credit for the success of this
fine band must go to Bobby Hughes, the man who really
gave many of these lads the diligent training in the funda-
mentals of orchestra work. He started these boys up the
ladder of musical success and now the lads are out 1o try
and hit the peak on their own. The “Flats and Sharps” play a
style of music that is soft and sweet. Keep your eyes on this
band because they're destined to go places!!

“Members” Jack Bednarowski, trumpet Ray Krieger,

o ) . trumpet; Delbert Beck, trumpet; Ralph Kuhr, drums; Ted
MEMORABLE MOMENTS OF THE PAST Whitnall, bass; Jim Velliquette, trombone; Allan Hansen,

s tenor sax, Don Wisnefski, Alto sax, Joe Mattern, afto sax,
ME.N;A;SHA ngH S; Sue Tarter, Gretchen Wilterding, and Dick Haggrin, piano;
“FLATS AND SHARPS" lohn Weber, Tony Mattern, Jlimmy McDaniels, Trombone;

Dick Krafi, Tenor sax

AMERICA’S LEADING BAND OF THE FUTURE?

The Flats and Sharps Dance Band was formed in
the Spring of 1946 by members of the high school band
mostly from the class of 1948. They played 4 times a week
during June, July, and August. The locations were: Sunday
nights at Menasha's Smith Park octagon pavilion; Tuesday at
Neenah’s Riverside Park pavilion; Wednesday at Appleton’s
Pierce Park pavilion; Thursday at Menasha’s Smith Park. Ad-
mission was $.25 from 8:00-11:00 p.m.. During the school T
year the band played every Sunday night upstairs in the H
Memaorial Building (Teen Town & Blue inn). When Menasha
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High School football and baskethall teams had home games h e yﬁ%@.ﬁy 5 : ;1
on Friday nights, the band plaved after the game until 11:00 ’«{»é%w o W_,:i
p.m. and once played at the Kaukauna High schoo! prom HEAR GERRY STINSKE 5IMG Yém ﬁumggg
and the Neenah YMCA for a dance. In 1946 the “Flats and OHE SONGE ! |

Sharps” signed an agreement to play on the Brin Theatre Hit “OHY WHAT IT SEEMED TO BE®

Parade Hour playing the 5 top tunes of the week plus a nov-
elty or specialty number. Songs were chosen by the public
in the manner of votes.

Thiz Ferade of Mg Broughi fo You by
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PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF LOCATION!I MENASHA SENIOR CENTER - 116 MAIN ST.
THURS., APRIL 14, 7:00 PM. “Old Tyme Radio™ presentation directed by Melissa Suttuer, Shooting Starzz Community
Theatre and performed by costumed Menasha Historical Society members. An evening of reminiscing, fun, and
refreshments!

THURS., MAY 12, 9:00 A M. - MEET AT MEMORIATL BUILDING
Day trip to Henschel’s Indian Museum, Elkhart Lake, WI Lunch following (focation TBA)




THANK YOU

A special thank you to the people who donated to our new sign. Additional financial contributions are always very much
needed and appreciated.

POSITIONS WANTED

Board member to fill the recently vacated position
Miscellaneous help (Monday-9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.)
Website Host

ITEMS WANTED

Used paperback books
Display cases with glass for viewing and protection
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George Banta 1857-1935

The name of George Banta is and has been a family word to residents of Menasha, the Fox
Valley and throughout the nation for several generations. “Faad” as his family and close associates
called him with fond regard, was a remarkable character-a man of innumerable interests and hob-
bhies and of boundless enthusiasm and incurable optimism. He was a frail boy, a tubercular man-but g
in spite of all, by dint of his own Spirit, he lived to a good ripe age of 78. He was of Friesian-Dutch ;
ancestry as his family came to this country from Holland in 1658. George was born in Kentucky in
1857 but was a Hoosier, having lived his first 26 years in Indiana. George graduated from Indiana
University, practiced law at Frankfin, Indiana, elected judge of the 16% Judicial Circuit of Indiana,
dean of the Law Department at Indiana University. As a member of Phi Delta Theta he succeeded
in chartering and rechartering many chapters of his fraternity and his final triumph in this field was
the reinstallation of the fraternity at Lawrence College, Appleton in 1934, Law didn’t hold much of
any allure from him so he began selling insurance for the Phoenix Insurance Company. He married
Lity Vawter who died 3 years later. He was then accorded an agency for the entire state of Wiscansin
and moved to Madison with his infant son. During the course of his travels he came to Menasha and
there met Ellen Lee Pleasants whom he married in 1886. As a child he developed a keen interest in
the printing art and this manifested itself in a small newspaper printed from type picked up in the
sweepings from the Franklin Newspaper Plant. After saving enough money he purchased a smalt ;
hand press and set up in his father’s woodshed. When Mr. and Mrs. Banta set up housekeeping on {41l
Naymut St. a printing press was incorporated in the dining room. As the want for a larger press,
additional equipment and emplayment emerged so did the necessity of moving to larger quarters
with a woodshed in the backyard. Due to a fire the equipment was temporarily moved to the Exley
Building on Main St and later to the Masonic block on Main at the city square. [t began as George
Banta Printing Co. and was later incorporated as George Banta Publishing Company which grew and
prospered. No need to go into detail about what has become of that venture and what it has meant
to Menasha and the Valley!
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George Banta became a 3™ ward alderman for 2 terms and served on various city boards
and commissions. In 1880 the city elections hecame two-party affairs. Prior to that, only the “citi-
zen's party” held ali offices. In 1892 George succeeded Mayor Curtis Reed as a Democrat. The only
Republican to become Mayor until city elections again became “non-partisan” was P. V. Lawson, Ji;, a
close personal friend but “political enemy” of George Banta. Mr. Lawson defeated Banta in 1993 for
a 1 year term, but George staged a comeback in 1895 succeeding John Rosch. The first city engineer
(surveyor) was appointed and sewers and paving projects were underway. The city was 21 years old]
Aldermen received $30/year, bridge tenders received $35/month and teachers about the same as
the tenders. in 1896, after losing again to Lawson, the Robertson & Banta Fuel Company was born,
selling finest wood slabs and Pocahontas coal to the pubiic. In 1302 and 1903 it was Mayor Banta
again and city development was still the big news. He made a strong effort to rebuild the old bridge
across Butte des Morts and even got cost estimates $18,000-520,000, part to be paid by the city,
part by the county and part by merchants.




Heirloom Recipe - From Nancy Ropella

Aunt Maude’s Gingerbread (1910)

172 C. Sugar 172 C. Shortening
1 C. Mplasses 2 Bggs

1 C. Hot Water 2 1/2 C. Flour

2 tsp. Baking Soda 1/2 tsp. Cirnamon
1 tsp. Ginger 172 1sp. Cloves

Preheat oven to 350. Stir the sugar, shortening, molasses, eggs, and hot water together in a mixing bowl. Com- '
bine the rest of the mgredients in a separate bowl and then slowly add to the mixing bowl, mixing well. Pour
the batter into a greased square pan and bake for approximately 40 minutes.

How Did We Ever Learn English?

We'll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes; but the plural of ox became oxen not oxes.

One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese, yet the plural of mouse should never be meese.
You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice; yet the plural of house is houses, not hice.

If the plural of man is always called men, why shouldn’t the plural of pan be called pen?

If | spoke of my foot and show you my feet, and I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet?
If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth, why shouldn’t the plural of booth be called beeth?
Some other reasons to be grateful if vou srew up speaking English:
The bandage was wound around the wound.

The farm was used to produce produce.

The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.

We must polish the Polish furniture.




