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M E M O R A N D U M  
 
To: Common Council 
 
From: Greg Keil, CDD 
  
Date: January 13, 2011 
 
RE: Report on Marketing and Environmental Status of the City –Owned Lots on 

Racine Street 
 
I’ve drafted this memo in response to Alderman Taylor’s inquiry about the above.  In 
October of 2010 the city entered into a listing agreement with the Drifka Group for city –
owned lots at 81-87 Racine Street and 504 Broad Street.  This agreement extends until 
October 2011.  Please see the attached email correspondence from Bob Drifka 
regarding the status of marketing efforts. 
 
With regard to the environmental condition of these properties, there is a Closure Letter 
from the Department of Natural Resources essentially stating that the site remediation 
has been completed and no further work is needed at 81 Racine Street.  There is/was no 
known contamination at 504 Broad Street.  At 87 Racine, site remediation has been 
completed (see attached correspondence from Konicek Environmental Consulting, LLC), 
however site monitoring is ongoing (see attached Department of Commerce 
correspondence).  The site remediation at 87 Racine consisted of removal of all soil to 
within about five feet of the property line down to bedrock.  The site was then filled with 
clear stone.  Despite removal of this soil as a source of contamination, indicators of 
contamination continued to show up in groundwater samples.  This is the reason for the 
new round of sampling that was authorized by the Department of Commerce in August 
of 2010.  If this new round of sampling shows that the contamination has diminished to 
levels below permitted maximums, a Closure Letter may be issued.  I’m hoping this will 
occur sometime this year.   
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