
 
CITY OF MENASHA 

SUSTAINABILITY BOARD 
1st Floor Conference Room 
140 Main Street, Menasha 

 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 
 

Minutes 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:35 by Chairperson Linda Stoll 
  

B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES 
 Present:  Becky Bauer, Roger Kanitz, Sadie Schroeder, Linda Stoll, Kathy Thunes, Chris Bohne,  
  Mike Dillon 
 Excused:  Trevor Frank, Jill Enos 
 Also Present:  CDD Greg Keil, Earl Gustafson, Ed Kassel 

 

C. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE SUSTAINABILITY BOARD  
(five (5) minute time limit for each person) 
No one spoke. 

 

D. MINUTES TO APPROVE 
1. Sustainability Board minutes, 3/16/10 
 Motion made by Roger Kanitz and seconded by Chris Bohne to approve minutes of 3/16/10 
 Motion carried. 
 

E. COMMUNICATIONS 
1. Global Conservation Act – Linda Stoll  Linda reported that she had received an email from 

Alderman Roush alerting her to the proposed act.  Linda did not have time to fully evaluate the 
proposals contained in the act, and requested that this item be placed on the next Sustainability 
Board agenda.   
 

2. Kathy Thunes distributed information concerning the availability of the St. John’s convent for 
potential use by a nonprofit housing organization.   

 
F. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. Open meetings law requirements as related to Board member interactions  Greg Keil reviewed 
the open meetings law summary prepared by the League of Municipalities.  Board members had 
many questions concerning the law’s applicability as related to information sharing.  There was 
consensus to invite the City Attorney to the next Board meeting for clarification. 

 
2. Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) information - Chris Bohne 

 Chris presented an overview of the recently upgraded LEED for Existing Buildings and Green 
 Building Operations and Maintenance Reference Guide. Chris stated that the City of Appleton is 
 saving an estimated $300,000 per year as a result of following these guidelines.   Board 
 members discussed potential application of these standards to City of Menasha municipal 
 buildings. 
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3. 2010 Work Program/Project Planning 

a. Comments from Linda Stoll 
 

 Board members discussed priorities including: 
 Completion of Baseline Energy Audit 
 Continuation of Department Head/Supervisor training on sustainability practices 
 Conducting a sustainability review of municipal ordinances, operations and practices  
 Incorporating sustainability goals into the Comprehensive Plan 
 Creating a means of measuring progress on sustainability initiatives 
 Completion of the First Impressions program 
 Maintaining/enhancing the Farm Fresh Market  

 
Greg Keil is to compile a preliminary listing of city ordinances and related practices that should be 
assessed against sustainability goals for improving operations and outcomes.   
 
 b.  Comments from Jill Enos 
 
 This item was held as Jill was not able to attend this meeting.   
 
4. Home and building energy conservation initiatives.  (See Discussion Item 7)  

 
5. Sustainability Board input on Comprehensive Plan Review   

 Roger Kanitz proposed that the Comprehensive Plan be amended to incorporate goals for reduced 
 energy consumption. 
  Motion made by Roger Kanitz and seconded by Mike Dillon to recommend to the Plan Commission 
 that goals for sustainable municipal practices be incorporated into the comprehensive plan.   
 The motion carried.   
 

6.  “Do not mail” resolution 
 Sadie Schroeder summarized the Forest Ethics position supporting the adoption of a “Do Not 
 Mail” resolution.  Earl Gustafson from the Wisconsin Paper Council commented on the paper 
 industry’s interest in this topic as it relates to potential impacts on the industry he represents.  
 Earl offered to provide information supporting the industry’s point of view for the Board’s 
 consideration at its next meeting.   
  

7. Biggest Loser Energy Conservation Challenge – Roger Kanitz 
 Roger reported that he had been working with Larry Roth, who originated an effort to promote a 
 residential “Biggest Loser” competition as related to residential energy consumption.  A meeting 
 was held with Menasha Utilities to discuss implementing such a program in the city.  This effort is 
 to be continued. 
 

G. ACTION ITEMS 
1. Resolution supporting “Active Community Transportation Act of 2010” (Rails to Trails campaign)     

 Greg Keil summarized the provisions of the act that if adopted, will create funding opportunities 
 for enhancing walking/bicycling/transit facilities in communities.     

 Motion made by Kathy Thunes and seconded by Roger Kanitz to recommend Active Community 
 Conservation Act 2010 to the Common Council. 
 Motion carried. 
 
2.  Set next regular meeting date 
 Next meeting set for May 18, 2010 

 

H. REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS & STAFF 
1. Valley Transit Update (Roger Kanitz)   
 Roger reported on ongoing efforts as related to the authorization of Regional Transit Authority 
 legislation. 

 
2. Department TNS presentations/Sustainability training  
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3. Safe Routes to School update 
 Kathy Thunes stated that bike helmets are to be offered as part of the Bike to Work Week 
 promotion. 
 

4. Rain Garden demonstration project update 
 Becky Bauer offered to have High School students involved in the planting of the rain garden.  
 The date is to be determined.   
 

5. Office of Energy Independence Energy Efficiency & Conservation Block Grant update 
 Greg Keil reported that the City of Menasha was awarded $208,000 for HVAC upgrades at the 
 Public Protection Facility and for street lighting efficiency upgrades.  
 
I. ADJOURNMENT 
 Motion made by Mike Dillon, seconded by Roger Kantiz to adjourn at 8:45PM.   
 
 Minutes respectfully submitted by Community Development Director Greg Keil 
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