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To: Members of the Administration Committee 
 
From: Chief Tim Styka 
 
Date: August 26, 2013 
 
RE: Anti-Bullying / Harassment   
 
The issue of bullying is a complex social problem which is being addressed through 
education, policies and laws. Members of the Winnebago Crime Stoppers have been 
working primarily in the schools to implement programs to prevent bullying and provide a 
foundation of what behavior is not acceptable. They have also been working to solicit 
changes to local ordinances to provide for a consequence when a situation occurs.  
 
Bullying is defined by the Menasha Joint Area School District as: 
 
… deliberate or intentional behavior using word or actions, intended to cause fear, intimidation, or 
harm. Bullying may be a repeated behavior and involves an imbalance of power. Furthermore, it 
may be serious enough to negatively impact a student's educational, physical, or emotional well 
being. The behavior may be motivated by an actual or perceived distinguishing characteristic, 
such as, but not limited to: age; national origin; race; ethnicity; religion; gender; gender identity; 
sexual orientation; physical attributes; physical or mental ability or disability; and social, 
economic, or family status; however this type of bullying behavior need not be based on any of 
the legally protected characteristics. It includes, but is not necessarily limited to such behaviors as 
stalking, cyberbullying, intimidating, menacing, coercing, name-calling, taunting, making threats, 
and hazing. 
 
Bullying does not just take place in school. Bullying can also take place between 
neighbors or co-workers. The actions which constitute bullying can take a variety of 
different forms. We currently have ordinances, such as Disorderly Conduct, which can 
address many of these behaviors.   
 
However, many of the situations we deal with utilize telephones or electronic 
communications devices. Two State Statutes, 947.012 Unlawful Use of the Telephone 
and 947.0125 Unlawful Use of Computerized Communication Systems, specifically 
define and address these illegal actions. Copies of these Statutes have been attached 
for your review. Although State charges are an option, we believe it would be more 
appropriate for an ordinance charge for many of these violations instead of a criminal 
charge.  
 
By adopting these two State Statutes the Common Council will provide the tools needed 
to address the issue of bullying. This also sends a message that Menasha is unified with 
the School District in addressing the issues with bullying.    
 
 

 







ORDINANCE O - 4 -13 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 11-1-1 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
(Unlawful Use of Telephone and Computer) 

 
INTRODUCED BY MAYOR MERKES AND ALDERMAN KEEHAN 
 
The Common Council of the City of Menasha does hereby ordain as follows: 
 
 
SECTION 1:  Amend Title 11, Chapter 1, SEC.11-1-1 of the Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Menasha, Wisconsin as follows:  

 
CHAPTER 1 

 
State Statutes Adopted 

 
SEC. 11-1-1 OFFENSES AGAINST STATE LAWS SUBJECT TO FORFEITURE.  
 
The following statutes defining offenses against the peace and good order of the 
State are adopted by reference to define offenses against the peace and good 
order of the City provided the penalty for commission of such offenses hereunder 
shall be limited to a forfeiture imposed under the general penalty provisions of 
this Code of Ordinances. Any future amendments, revisions or modifications of 
the Statutes incorporated herein by reference are intended to be made part of 
this Code. 

… 
 
 947.012 Unlawful use of telephone 
 947.0125 Unlawful use of computerized communication systems 
 

… 
 
SECTION 2:  This amending Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and 
publication as provided by law. 
 
Passed and approved this      day of               , 2013. 
 
            
      Donald Merkes, Mayor 
 
 ATTEST:       
      Deborah A. Galeazzi, City Clerk 

 
 


